
2003 Toyota Camry
T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  T o y o t a  C a m r y .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u
visit www.Autobytel.com often during your car shopping process to get the
latest reviews, articles and rebate information on the cars you're interested in.
When you're ready to buy, join the millions who have used Autobytel to get
up−front pricing and delivery information from a local dealer and a friendly,
no−hassle buying experience. Once you use our service, you'll never buy the
old fashioned way again.
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Consumer Rating:

Est. Market Price: $17,599 − $23,903

Invoice Price Range: $17,043 − $22,610

List Price Range: $19,045 − $25,405

Key Features:
− ABS Brakes (available as a standard feature)
− Air Conditioning (available as a standard feature)
− CD Player (available as a standard feature)
− Gets 23 MPG in the city.
− Gets 33 MPG on the highway.
− Power Windows/Locks (available as a standard feature)
− Sunroof or Moonroof (available as a standard feature)
− Basic Manufacturer Warranty of 3 years 36,000 miles.
− Rebates may be available

Vehicle Information:
The 2003 Camry is a 4−door, 5−passenger family sedan, available in 6 trims, ranging from the LE to the XLE V6. The
2003 Camry's closest competitors include the Audi A4, the Kia Optima, and the Volkswagen Passat. Upon
introduction, the LE is equipped with a standard 2.4−liter, I4, 157−horsepower engine that achieves 23−mpg in the city
and 33−mpg on the highway. A 5−speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard, and a 4−speed automatic
transmission with overdrive is optional. The XLE V6 is equipped with a standard 3.0−liter, V6, 210−horsepower engine
that achieves 20−mpg in the city and 28−mpg on the highway. A 5−speed automatic transmission with overdrive is
standard. The 2003 Camry is a carryover from 2002.

The Estimated Market Price is a national average of base model prices paid by consumers. Actual prices will vary by region, dealer,
and options selected. Picture(s) for general illustration only. Actual vehicle(s) may vary depending upon level of features you choose.
Photos Copyright 2003 Automotive Information Center The estimates shown above are based on information provided to
Autobytel.com Inc. by independent sources. They are for U.S. vehicle configurations and are shown in U.S. dollars.Please keep in
mind that prices can change without notice and there are many factors that affect vehicle pricing. There are additional costs not
shown here which vary from state to state and even region−to−region. These include taxes, title, registration, and emission fees.
Specific vehicles may have dealer− or manufacturer−added options not shown here that also affect price. In addition, there may be
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regional marketing and advertising fees or other costs that are beyond a dealer’s control. Your Autobytel.com Accredited Dealer will
help you understand how a vehicle’s price is calculated and would be happy to answer your questions on specific vehicle
configurations.
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Customer Rankings
This is how our customers ranked this vehicle.

Maximum score is 100.
Average score based on 19 reviews submitted for this vehicle.

Average scores:
For the Toyota Camry: 84
For all vehicles: 89

Comfort: ( 83 )
Performance: ( 80 )
Quality: ( 86 )
Look: ( 86 )

Similar Vehicles
The following chart contains other manufacturer's vehicles that are similar to the Camry.

Trim
List

Price Engine
MPG
City

MPG
hwy

ABS
Brakes Airbags

Chrysler Sebring
Sedan LX [Pre August Production]

$19,850 2.7L 6Cyl. 200hp Gas 21 28 Std

Ford Taurus LX Sedan $19,830 3.0L 6Cyl. 155hp Gas NA NA Std
Ford Taurus
LX Standard Sedan

$19,035 3.0L 6Cyl. 155hp Gas 20 28 Std

Ford Taurus
SE Standard Sedan

$19,845 3.0L 6Cyl. 155hp Gas 20 28 Std

Ford Taurus
SEL Premium Sedan

$23,300 3.0L 6Cyl. 200hp Gas 20 27 Std Std

Ford Taurus
SES Sedan Duratec

$22,245 3.0L 6Cyl. 200hp Gas NA NA Std Std

Ford Taurus
SES Sedan Duratec

$22,245 3.0L 6Cyl. 200hp Gas NA NA Std Std

Honda Accord
Sedan LX V−6 5−spd AT

$23,300 3.0L 6Cyl. 240hp Gas 21 30 Std Std

Mitsubishi Galant LS V6 $23,347 3.0L 6Cyl. 195hp Gas 20 27 Std Std
Subaru Legacy
L Sedan [Limited Availability]

$19,895 2.5L 4Cyl. 165hp Gas 21 27 Std Std
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Available Trims

Manufacturers often sell the same vehicle with varying levels of equipment. These are called "trim levels." The trim
levels for the Camry are shown below.

Trim
List

Price Engine
MPG
City

MPG
hwy

ABS
Brakes Airbags

Camry LE $19,045 2.4L 4Cyl. 157hp Gas 23 33 Std
Camry LE V6 $22,260 3.0L 6Cyl. 210hp Gas 20 28 Std Std
Camry SE $19,875 2.4L 4Cyl. 157hp Gas 23 33 Std
Camry SE V6 $23,265 3.0L 6Cyl. 210hp Gas 20 28 Std Std
Camry XLE $22,295 2.4L 4Cyl. 157hp Gas 23 32 Std Std
Camry XLE V6 $25,405 3.0L 6Cyl. 210hp Gas 20 28 Std Std

Major standard features available for the Camry:

Camry LE
Air Conditioning, Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Power Windows, Rear Defroster, Power Seats,
Bench Seating, Power Locks, Bucket Seating, CD Player,

Camry LE V6
Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Rear Defroster, Power Seats, Bench Seating, Air Conditioning,
Power Windows, Power Locks, Bucket Seating, CD Player,

Camry SE
Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Power Windows, Air Conditioning, Rear Defroster, Power Seats,
Bench Seating, Power Locks, Bucket Seating, Leather Seats, CD Player,

Camry SE V6
Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Power Windows, Rear Defroster, Power Seats, Bench Seating,
Air Conditioning, Power Locks, Bucket Seating, Leather Seats, CD Player,

Camry XLE
Air Conditioning, Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Power Windows, Rear Defroster, Power Seats,
Bench Seating, Power Locks, Bucket Seating, Leather Seats, CD Player,

Camry XLE V6
Air Conditioning, Cruise Control, Tachometer, Moonroof, Rear Defroster, Power Seats, Bench Seating,
Power Windows, Power Locks, Leather Seats, Bucket Seating, CD Player,
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Reliability and Satisfaction Ratings
The Autobytel Reliability Ratings are collected from visitors and past customers of Autobytel Inc's websites
(Autobytel.com, Autoweb.com and CarSmart.com) via online survey conducted by an independent third party.
Reliability and Satisfaction Ratings are out of a possible 100 points.

Toyota Camry All Vehicles

Overall Satisfaction With Vehicle
90

  87

Vehicle Reliability
Durability

90
  87

Mechanical Quality
90

  86

Other Vehicle Qualities
Performance

89
  86

Safety Features
89

  88
Style

  89
  90

Interior comfort
88

  86
Ergonomics

89
  85

Fit and Finish
90

  88

Percentage Of People Reporting Problems With:
Air Conditioning

3%
  10%

Body Integrity
  14%
  12%

Body Hardware
  17%
  15%

Brakes
  24%
  18%

Cooling
2%

  5%

Electrical
9%

  19%
Engine

4%
  12%

Exhaust
  3%
  3%

Fuel System
4%

  6%

Paint
  18%
  15%

Power Equipment
4%

  9%

Suspension
4%

  8%
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Transmission
9%

  12%

Other
  31%
  29%
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Customer Comments
The following comments come directly from visitors to our websites.

Things they liked...

"Electric driver's seat."

"JBL stereo rocks! Moonroof, brushed chrome, white dial gauges, full spare, element attenna, Exterior paint, quiet

smooth ride"

"It is comfortable and rides well."

"My favorite feature I guess is the V6 engine very smooth change in gears and no vibrations. I feel sometimes I'm just

along for the ride. effortless driving."

"Responsive engine; quite and comfortable ride; large trunk"

...and things they didn't

"Driver's leg room. I am 6 foot 4 inches. The electric seat helps but I still bounce my knee against the emergency
brake handle while driving."

" the initial sticker price is too high, low gas mileage, no engine punch for a 210 HP, no standard traction control"

"Nothing so far."

"I guess what I like least is the alloy wheels"

"Instrumentation lighting; lack of performance"

General comments

"Very quiet, smooth ride. Handles well. Accelerates very well for a 4 cylinder engine. Great gas mileage!"

O Fallon , Illinois − August, 2003

"I just purchased my Toyota SE V−6, which was unexpected. I had a Solara SLE V−6 with 75000 and thought I
should purchase a new vehicle. I was comparing Nissan Altima, Kia Optima, Mazda 6 and Toyota Corolla S. The
Altima has classy exterior but the interior looked like a Pontiac or GM quality. I was disappointed. The seats were
very comfortable but the ceiling had gaps and there was dripping glue from the ceiling to the back freakin seat!
Engine was more powerful but the options killed the price tag. The Kia Optima looks like a mini−Mercedes from the
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front but the paint exterior was poor compared to others and the seat was so uncomfortable, it hurt my rear. I would
need a personal Chiropractor to ride with me in this car. I did not get to sit in the Mazda but it looked sharp. Great
engine but the paint selection was plain. The most surprising car was the Corolla S. It looked and rode like a
mini−lexus. It was a looker. However, the 130 HP engine was noisy when pushed (more of a purr) and the car drifted
a little on the highway. Funny thing was, I was not even looking at the Camry. The dealer had a late 2002 SE V−6
Moonroof, JBL 8−speaker with ABS breaks sitting on the lot (GM's wife's car with 2000 miles) The Camry SE
suspension is tighter, crips, and smooth. The exterior is Lunar Mist Metallic which looks pearl, super sharp. The ride
is awesome and quiet. The V−6 does not have punch because it is VVT and computered controlled, but it moves with
no effort or sound! I do not feel any bumps in the road like I did with my Solara. The steering does not drift. The
inside is quality! The SE has brushed chrome door panels and the Dial is white. The seats are comfortable although I
prefer leather. The SE takes corners tight with little roll. I did not plan I buying a Camry but I am quite satisfied with
the reliable of this car. I also considered the VW Passat but two of four people I know who have VW have had
transmission problems within two years of purchase and the dealers raise the sticker $3,000 over the MRSP. Go
figure. I got this Camry with a $1,000 rebate and for $2,000 UNDER invoice! I hope the care does not blow up or
something! Advice to Solara owners...do not expect a good trade−in, the blue book for my 1999 (75,000) was $8125!
That is like an American car! Camrys are reasonablly priced and the quality is unmatched with the exception of
Honda Accord (I also checked out the Accord but the freakin front seat hurt my back, I hated the seat). Buy the
Camry, it is a low risk high quality investment."

Englewood , Ohio − June, 2003

"Since my 1989 V6 LE got 417,000 miles I was interested in another V6 Toyota. After reading a lot of reviews in
Autobytel and Consummer reports I was concerned that the 2003 Camry might somehow be of lesser quality,
comfort, and driveability. Since I go on long trips to ultraruns across country, I often put the passanger seat back and
nap overnight at rest stops. After trying out the seats in the Highlander Limited V6, Avalon XLS, and Solara SLE V6 I
found that their lumbar supports were just too pronounced for my back even in the upright position, and intolerable in
the reclined position. But I found the Camry was very comfortable in both positions. Other things I like−− the new 210
HP engine gives lots of cruising power, the transmition shifts quietly and smoothly, the Michelin tires and suspension
take bumps very well, the sound system sounds great, the heating and air conditioning controls are easy to see and
use, the trunk and passenger areas are roomy, and nothing looks or feels chintzy. I bought the car withought test
driving it. I'm hoping Toyota's reputation for quality is not wasted on this car and that this made−in− America−car
exceeds the lack of quality according to Consummer reports that is unfortunately and sometimes apparent in other
cars made here."

David a. H. (Kokomo , Indiana − May, 2003)

"It is a very smooth ride for such a inexpensive car. I bought the Camry LE V6 and after breaking it in it is even more
a pleasure to drive. Sometimes I turn on the car and don't realize it's on and by mistake try to restart. It is very quiet
compared to other cars like Honda and Nissan that I have pulled up next too. "

N. M. (Jamaica , New York − May, 2003)

"I recently purchased a 2003 Toyota Camry. After driving the vehicle for two months I have come to following
conclusions. The Camry is a well built solid feeling car with a soft ride. The V6 engine is responsive, but lacks
performance punch. However, the Camry is advertised as a family type car so the buyer should not expect to be
driving a BMW 7 series. Yet, from a V6 engine I expected a little more 'umph'. Despite the performance shortfall, the
engine is still the highlight of the Camry with a transmission that shifts smoothly from gear to gear. The engine
mounts are engineered to reduce vibration and noise. Even at high engine rev you would hardly hear any sounds
from the engine comparment. Indeed, there were several times where I started the engine and could not tell if it was
running or not. Now that's quite. The interior is comfortable, but not impressive. The Lexus E300 has a better interior
layout, but cost several thousand dollars more than the Camry. In my opinion the Camry's interior is a close cousin to
the Lexus' interior. The Camry's dash layout is simple and easy to learn. There is a lack of gadgetry that you might
find in a Mercedes or BMW. However, I prefer simpicity so I can concentrate on driving. The only question and/or
problem I have with the interior is why is the instrumentation cluster illuminated in a soft white color and the stereo
and climate controls illuminated in green? Overall the Camry is an excellent buy, and back up by Toyota's reliability it
should be a long satisfying purchase."

Honolulu , Hawaii − May, 2003
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" I thoroughly checked this sedan. True, it needs a little more h.p. But I like its new 5−speed AOD. It rides smooth. It
is comfortable. It has enough seating and cargo room. And it needs a power passenger's side seat. Otherwise, it is a
great sub−compact sedan. I highly recommend it. This is the XLE V6."

Ernest , Pennsylvania − April, 2003

"I would definitely recommend this car to everyone out there. "

Houston , Texas − December, 2002

"Pound for pound Camry is a good choice of vehicle. It's predictable, sound , and reliable. Two options I would highly
recomend are side impact screen, (due to the low rate (2) given by the crash test for side impact) and lumbar support
seats to and comfort for long trips. The four cylinder is adequate unless you feel the need to get to the next light or
traffic jam faster than the other guy. The XLE is loaded but the options are simply a matter of choice. If you want to
keep the price down the LE is still a fine car. I did feel that there is a bit more road noise than past years. Take a look
at the Altima and the Accord I don't think you could go wrong with either choice. I bought the Carmy over the others
because of the great deal and this will make my third time owning one so I was a bit bias."

Robert P. (Braintree , Massachusetts − November, 2002)

"First of all the view from the driver's seat gives me a safe overview of the entire traffic−situation. The car makes
driving easy, and it moves quick enough. Not sporty, but muscular. The kids enjoy the space in the back−seat, and
my wallet enjoys the fuel economy. "

R. C. (Mount Sterling , Ohio − November, 2002)

"My husband and I test drove the 2003 XLE V6 and it 'purrs like a kitten'! Engine is smooth with power for the road
that my husband particularly enjoys."

Jean−n−jacob S. (Upper Marlboro , Maryland − November, 2002)

"This car is a great value for what you're getting. I like the fact that the car drives so smooth and it feels roomy. The
interior is very lush and the radio is within raech. You don't feel cramped up in the Camry. Plenty of legroom in the
back seats. Split fold−down back seat makes it easy to carry longer items that wouldn't normally fit. The trunk is very
spacious and easy for anyone including kids to reach in and carry stuff out. The spare tire is a full size tire. That was
a nice surprise. I am still deciding on whether to get the LE or XLE. I want the 16' alloy wheels, but don't want to
spend all the extra money on options found on the XLE that I do not need. If I had the extra money it would be a no
brainer."

Joseph G. (Rockford , Illinois − October, 2002)

"Excellent car built with the highest quality standards. Test drive and a follow−up weekend rental from Hertz won us
over. The car has the feel of luxury and rides so smooth. Very quiet engine and the cabin does a great job of blocking
out road noise even on long highway trips. "

Larry P. (Coffeyville , Kansas − October, 2002)

"Very smooth ride and excellent get up and go for a 4 cylinder that's good on gas mileage."

Sandusky , Ohio − July, 2003

"I drove the 2003 Camry LE V6. The strong points of this vehicle are acceleration, ride, noise level (although a little
more road noise was evident than in my '99 Camry LE) handling and build quality. However, I found the driver's seat
to be uncomfortable in terms of thigh and lateral support, even with the 8 way power seat. I am of normal male height
and weight, but it seems that these seats are designed for a much smaller frame. This detracts from an otherwise
fine vehicle and was the only reason I did not purchase it. "
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R. R. (Sarasota , Florida − June, 2003)

"I bought this car sight unseen, but having driven a 2002 model. This is not Toyota's finest iteration of the Camry, but
it is a solid vehicle with minor considerations. Good family sedan, and large amounts of trunk space. There are some
design aspects that need to be addressed: There are no hooks or open holes in the trunk lid to allow bungee cords to
be connected to secure the trunk lid when carrying large cargo. Difficult to see back of vehicle, poor rear visibility.
The way the windows are designed, they allow water to pool at the window base, which, during winter, can freeze
and keep the windows from opening. The starter motor sounds like an inferior American starter motor, not a well
designed japanese model. It's difficult to get used to if you drive japanese models exclusively. The rear windshield
doesn't have enough defroster lines, and doesn't clear the whole window. The 2.4 liter 157 bhp VVTi engine is
supposed to give smooth power over the entire rpm range, but the engine has a power curve just like my 1990 2.5
liter v6 used to. Starting about 3400 rpm to about 4500, the power is great, but outside that range, the power isn't
very linear. The integrated security system causes the vehicle to lock itself too quickly. Alarm system is annoying to
deal with, and is inconsistent about it's locking action. For example, I'm not certain whether the vehicle will lock itself
if you leave the trunk lid open. The panic button on the key fob remote is too easy to hit. Also, the vehicle alarm arms
itself while you're in the car with key in the ignition. There is no airbag disable switch for smaller drivers who must sit
close to the wheel. There is an intolerable low frequency vibration with rear windows down, front windows up. This
was never a problem with my 1990 Camry. Fuel efficiency is good, but not great. I've been getting about 24 mpg
around town, which isn't much better than the 22 I was getting with my older 1990 V6 Camry. However, on the
highway, I'm getting well over 30. My model appears to have a flaw with the manual transmission. 3rd gear is rough,
and vibrates at times when engine power is applied. The synchronizer is probably mis−aligned or otherwise broken.
While it hasn't been a problem yet, someday, the transmission will likely need to be disassembled and fixed. The
clutch starter interlock sometimes prevents the vehicle from starting unless the clutch pedal is pressed completely to
the floor. This is difficult to do unless you have a very narrow foot. Interior floor trim can prevent complete depression
with a wider foot like mine. Trunk space is incredible. I can easily get my mountain bike in the trunk (with both seats
down), and have plenty of room left over for a full load of groceries. I was able to carry my treadmill (a wide 18'
model) in the trunk, with the lid open. Unfortunately, to get that trunk space, Toyota sacrificed a lot of rear visibility.
The rear windshield is small and doesn't afford a very good view of what's behind you. I've been talking to Toyota
about getting a tow hitch installed (so I can fit a tow−hitch bike rack) but the dealer tells me they have no tow
package for this model. Kind of a bummer. "

Eric S. (Monroeville , Pennsylvania − April, 2003)

"I have had my new 2003 Camry LE (4−cyl auto) for about a month now. I bought it specifically for my wife and kids.
Toyota has been been know for quality. My brother has a 1996 Camry LE with 86,000 miles on it and it still runs and
handles like new. The 2003 Camry is a quality built car. The car drives smooth and handles city driving extremely
well. The engine is among the most quiet of all the cars we test drove. It was also the most comfortable. The Honda
Accord was our second choice, the Nissan altima our third and we hated the Chevy Impala because it felt too
constraining and tight. The Nissan would have been our 2nd or 1st choice because we really liked the new look,
however, the interior was built with cheaper materials and didn't compare to the Toyota or Honda interior. The Honda
was a lot pricier than the Toyota with the same options."

Sal C. (Muskegon , Michigan − October, 2002)

"Shift from 1st to 2nd gear floats; shift from 2nd to 3rd gear is a hard double jerk. Just maintaining speed at
1200−1400 rpm and just over 40 mph, engine/transmission pulsates as though transmission can't figure out what to
do. Toyota won't fix transmission; they say hard shift is a characteristic, not a fault. Can't hear stereo at highway
speeds due to road noise. Seats uncomfortable after 30 minutes, no thigh support. Can't see out the rear window.
Lower part of rear fenders loose and will move 1/4 inch. $30,000 piece of junk. Trade−in value of 7 month old car is
only 60% of new car price. "

Coeur D Alene , Idaho − August, 2003

"I bought this car two days ago. Today I went back to the dealer where I bought this car from beacause the
transmission has a problem when shifting from 2nd to 3rd gear. They told me that other customers complained about
the same thing and they need to upgrade the ECU (on board computer). The problem was not fixed. Service
manager said that is nothing wrong with this car. Sales manager said that he cannot take the car back. Now I am
waiting for the factory rep. to inspect my car. My advice is to look in another place if you want to buy a good car."

Copyright 2003 Autobytel Inc 10



Laurence Harbor , New Jersey − October, 2002
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