
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© Copyright 1999 - 200

New Model Introductions          ••••          2003 Vehicle Changes 
      

 

 

 

 

3 Autobytel Inc. 



 

 
© Copyright 1999 - 200
Pricing shown above is i
notice. For more informa
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Downloading the     
2003 Vehicle Guide! 
Buying a new car. It seems easy – just find a 
car, agree on a price and arrange financing. 
But too often, it’s time-consuming and 
confusing – there are so many choices, and 
so many important aspects to consider. You 
can reduce the time and stress involved with 
vehicle shopping if yo elf with 
knowledge and confid nfidence 
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How to Use this Guide 
The 2003 New Vehicle Guide is organized into two sections, 
arranged by automaker:  
 
Changes: All 2003 changes to existing models.  
What’s New: New cars set to debut in 2003 and 2004 
 
Check for changes to your favorite vehicles, and read up on new 
vehicles – the car you’re looking for might be a new model. Once 
you’ve checked for changes, make a list of your favorites and visit 
www.autobytel.com. Then compare them side-by-side, and save 
your “final favorites” in a free My Showroom account. When 
you’re ready to buy, it’s easy to submit a purchase request to an 
Autobytel Accredited Dealer.  
ence. The co
u arm yours
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This guide is the first step. Use it to find the car you want at the 
right price – without wasting your weekend trudging from 
dealership to dealership. For more information about shopping for 
and buying a new or used vehicle, visit www.autobytel.com. 
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Audi A4 Cabriolet 
It looks like an A4. And it feels like 
one, too, until you notice the wind in 
your hair and the sun beating down on 
your face. For the first time in four 
years, Audi has brought a convertible 

to the US -- a Cabriolet that looks and drives a lot like an A4 
-- maybe because, well, it is an A4. Based on the A4 platform 
and designed with similar styling, Audi’s four-passenger soft-
top is front-wheel drive, with a 220-hp, 3.0-liter V-6 engine 
and Audi’s CVT.  Audi will add a turbo 1.8-liter engine later 
in the year. 

 
BMW Z4  
Say goodbye, Z3. Though you were 
quite a fun little roadster, you won't be 
missed -- not with BMW replacing 
you with the Z4, an improved two-
seater starting at $33,795. Two Z4 

roadster models will be available in 2003, both featuring in-
line sixes; the Z4 roadster 2.5i with the 2.5L, with 184-
horsepower power plant. The Z4 2.5i goes from 0-60 mph in 
7.1 seconds with the standard 5-speed manual; the Z4 3.0i 
needs just 5.9 seconds using the standard 6-speed manual.  

 
Cadillac CTS 
For as long as the CTS has been out, it 
sure seems like a 2002 model. But no 
-- it's just one of those "early" release 
cars. No matter. The CTS' edgy 

styling, and advanced power holds its own again most '03 
luxury 4-door sedans. The CTS is built on an all-new rear-
wheel-drive architecture, featuring a 220-hp 3.2L V6 with a 
five-speed manual or automatic transmission. A 5-speed 
manual transmission with overdrive is standard, and a 5-
speed automatic transmission with overdrive is optional. 

 
Cadillac Escalade ESV  

There's big, and then there's the 2003 
Cadillac Escalade ESV -- the largest 
full-size luxury SUV available. It 
comes close to qualifying as a bus, or 
an RV: the ESV is 22 inches longer 

than Escalade, with more than 20 extra inches of interior 
length. Powered by Cadillac's 345-hp 6.0L V8 engine and the 
largest girth in its class, this is not a vehicle you want to get 
in front of on a downhill grade. Luxury features abound: 
AWD and StabiliTrak with Road Sensing Suspension (RSS), 
Ultrasonic Rear Parking Assist, OnStar and XM Satellite 
Radio service, early compliance to 2005 Federal Safety 
Standards, dual-level airbags.  Priced at $56,160 MSRP at 
introduction, the ESV is  available now. 

 

2003 New Model 
Introductions 
You never know what the automakers are going to do 
next. One day, they’re pumping out SUVs and 
minivans like doughnuts. Then all of a sudden they 
build a car like the Nissan 350Z. 
 
Or the Mini Cooper. And while it may seem to be all 
chaos and confusion, it is actually a carefully 
choreographed plan. Major automakers base new 
model introductions on mountains of information 
about what you, the car shopping public, will be most 
likely to purchase in the coming years. What you 
want. What you’ll accept. How much money you’ll 
pay for it. Then they get as close to those needs as 
possible, with profits and quality intact. It works like 
this: every car is on a cycle – the length of which 
depends on the automaker and the success of the 
existing vehicle. Even vehicles as popular as the 
Toyota Camry – with around 500,000 sold every year 
– eventually get redesigned, and one day, put out to 
pasture. Then the automaker will debut a brand new 
vehicle, usually at an auto show, amid much fanfare 
and the shouting of voices.  
 
Then they pray you like it better than the old one.  
And despite all the research and knowledge they 
possess, building a new car is still risky business -- in 
money spent and in potential loss. Ford spent years 
and millions of dollars in developing the new F-
Series truck. If the new truck sells better than the old 
version, it’s a goldmine. If not, the pain will last 
forever. And we’ve been known to change our minds. 
Love is, after all, a fickle thing, and automakers are 
hoping we fall in love with their newest creations – 
so much so that we’ll pay more for the privilege to 
wait for delivery. For the success of every PT 
Cruiser, there’s the failure of a Lincoln Blackwood 
lurking in the shadows. And right now, the gamble is 
greater than ever because automakers are engaged in 
a race over product development. It’s a race you win, 
because every new car comes with at least marginal 
improvements in technology, design or performance. 
Even if you don’t plan to buy a new model, it’s 
important to know which vehicles will be phased out, 
for future value, and what new technology will be 
introduced, so that you can get the most vehicle for 
your money. 
 
Here are some of the vehicles you can expect to see 
on the road in 2003 and 2004. 
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Chevrolet Colorado 
Replacing the ancient S-10 pickup not a moment too soon, the all-new 2004 Colorado looks to make 
significant inroads in the compact truck class. Chevrolet calls the Colorado a mid-size model, 
designed to compete more equally with the Dodge Dakota than the Ford Ranger. Nine models are 
available in regular, extended and crew cab configurations with either two- or four-wheel-drive. 

Standard, Sport and Off-Road suspensions are offered to tailor the Colorado's driving dynamics to the owner's 
needs. Interestingly, the Colorado is powered by inline four and five cylinder engines making impressive power. 
The Vortec 2800 is a 2.8-liter inline four making 175 horsepower and 220 lb.-ft. of torque. Optional is the 
Vortec 3500 inline five producing 220 horsepower and 225 lb.-ft. of torque. Towing specifications were not 
available at the vehicle's introduction.  

 
Chevrolet Equinox SUV 
Our prediction is that the 2005 Equinox SUV will become a huge hit. For starters, it offers a clean, 
well-balanced, cladding-free design that incorporates key Chevrolet design themes without thrusting 
them in your face. Next, this crossover is "right-sized" for the market offering nearly the interior 
space of a midsizer at the price of a compact. Finally, Equinox is laden with features that make life 

easier, such as Multi-Flex rear seating, a fold-down right front seat and an adjustable cargo shelf. Power flows 
to the front or all four wheels through a five-speed automatic transmission. The 3.4-liter V6 makes 185 
horsepower, and the Equinox will be able to tow up to 3,500 pounds. Noteworthy options include traction 
control, side curtain airbags, an MP3 player, XM satellite radio and OnStar telematics. 

 
Chrysler Crossfire  
Some say it looks like a Mercedes in American clothes, and for what it is -- a true American coupe 
borrowing a refined German power plant -- that's high praise. Built with a 3.2-liter 90-degree V-6, 18-
valve SOHC engine available with a six-speed manual or five-speed automatic transmission, the rear-

wheel drive Chrysler Crossfire will churn 215 horsepower, 229 ft.-lb. torque, offer electronic stability control 
and all-speed traction control. Price has not yet been released, but look for a mid-$30s price tag and a waiting 
list. 

 
Chrysler Pacifica 
Call it what you want -- segment buster, sports tourer, station wagon, tall mini-van or fat SUV -- the 
Pacifica offers families a distinct choice when it comes to transportation. Offering step-across entry 
and exit, first-class seating, three rows of seats for up to six passengers, hands-free communication, 
an in-instrument cluster navigation system and a power lift gate. Pacifica will be built on its own 
new, unique platform, but will use existing corporate components including the same proven 3.5-liter 
V-6 engine that powers the award-winning Chrysler 300M.  

 
Honda Civic Hybrid 
Another 2003 that's been out since August of 2002, the Civic Hybrid is not only a major positive step 
toward low-emission, high gas mileage car, but a typically smooth and dependable Civic. The Civic 
Hybrid is equipped with a standard 1.3-liter, 85-horsepower, hybrid engine that gets 46-mpg in the 
city and 51-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard. The 
Hybrid is also available with a variable speed automatic transmission with overdrive. 
 
Honda Element 
The Honda Element is one of the coolest vehicles to debut in 2003. Why? Innovations such as a hard 
flat floor like a pickup, an enclosed rear area like an SUV, side cargo doors that open "out" 
(commonly referred to as suicide doors), will make the Element popular with Generation Y and 

Generation X.  Element is available in two trim levels, the entry DX and the fully loaded EX. The EX models 
add alloy wheels, ABS, air conditioning, cruise control, power mirrors, audio system and more. The Element is 
powered by Honda's 2.4-liter, i-VTEC, 4-cylinder engine with 160-horsepower and 161 lb.-ft. of torque, 
coupled to either a 4-speed automatic or a 5-speed manual transmission. Pricing starts around $16,000.  
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Honda Pilot 
Is it the Ultimate Family Hauler? If not, it's close. This 4-door, 8-passenger sport-utility features a 
smooth ride, theater-style seating and three rows of seating. Available in 3 trims from the entry LX 
to the luxury EX-L, all come with a standard 3.5-liter, V6, 240-horsepower engine that gets 17-
mpg in the city and 22-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed automatic transmission with overdrive is 
standard. Pricing begins at around $27,000. 
 
Hummer H2 
The 2003 H2 seems to have it all -- a complete package of off-road capability, in-cabin comfort 
and technological advancements from chassis to tranny to its rearview mirror. Wrapped in a skin 
that is undeniably Hummer, this new SUV offers the cache of 4x4 without the rough-and-tumble 
experience of many safari-mobiles. Under the hood, H2's technology makes it a super-SUV. A 

GM Vortec 6000 6.0-liter V8 delivers 316 hp at 5,200 rpm and 360 lb.-ft. of torque at 4,000 rpm. Mated to a 
four-speed automatic transmission, the motor is supported by an all-new, driver-selected, electrically controlled, 
full-time four-wheel drive system. Base price for the Hummer H2 is $48,880.  

 
Hyundai Tiburon  
Available since mid-year 2002, the 2-door, 4-passenger sports coupe features a standard 2.0-liter, 
I4, 134-horsepower engine that achieves 23-mpg in the city and 31-mpg on the highway. A 5-
speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard. The GT V6 -- the one to get if the Tiburon 
is on your short list -- is equipped with a standard 2.7-liter, V6, 170-horsepower engine that does 
19-mpg in the city and 26-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is 

standard, and a 4-speed automatic transmission with overdrive, or a 6-speed manual transmission with overdrive 
are optional.  Pricing starts around $19,000. 

 
Infiniti G35 
Designed to compete with its German counterparts, the BMW 3-Series, Audi A4 and Mercedes-
Benz C-Class, the 2003 Infiniti G35 -- a 4-door, 5-passenger sports sedan -- is a new kid likely to 
shake things up in this neighborhood of big boys. It's certainly no slouch on the street: the G35 is 
full of punch and sticks to the pavement quite nicely even on the sharpest curves. The new four-
wheel independent multi-link suspension uses two separate lower links and a long upper link in the 
front. The G35 comes with a standard 3.5-liter, V6, 260-horsepower engine that gets 19-mpg in 

the city and 24-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed automatic transmission with overdrive is standard. Infiniti G35 
sedan prices start at $27,100.  

 
Infiniti G35 Sports Coupe 
Designed from the ground up on the racing-inspired FM (Front Mid-ship) platform, the new 2003 
Infiniti G35 Sport Coupe offers all of the advanced technology, leading-edge design and luxury 
amenities of the recently introduced Infiniti G35 Sport Sedan but in a stylish, two-door body. The 
G35 Sport Coupe offers standard features, including a 280 horsepower 3.5-liter DOHC V6 mated 
to a choice of a 6-speed manual transmission or 5-speed electronically controlled automatic with 

manual shift mode. Inside, the G35 Sport Coupe offers the expected levels of premium available amenities, 
ranging from ultra-soft leather-appointed seats and Bose® premium audio system to a DVD-type Infiniti 
Navigation System. The Infiniti G35 Sport Coupe is on sale now, with a base MSRP of $29,100.  

 
Infiniti M45 
Infiniti's all-new M45 is a performance sedan designed with a luxury appeal. Priced at around 
$42,300, the M45 is for drivers who aren't quite ready to give up power and handling for high-end 
items such as Intelligent Cruise Control and Voice Recognition. Built to compete with cars like the 
Jaguar S-Type and BMW 530i, the M45 comes with a 4.5-liter V8 engine producing 340 

horsepower leads the way, controlled by a standard 5-speed automatic transmission with manual shift mode. 
Standard features include xenon headlamps, dual-zone automatic temperature controls, Vehicle Information 
System with over-sized LCD screen, Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC), "Sojourner" Luxury Leather seating 
surfaces and Bose® premium audio system.  
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Isuzu Ascender  
The Ascender is slightly larger than a mid-sized SUV, and is based on the same platform as the 
three-row Chevrolet TrailBlazer EXT—and built at the same Ohio assembly plant. With a 129-inch 
wheelbase, a 275-horsepower in-line six running through an on-demand four-wheel-drive system, the 

Ascender will launch late this year as a 2003 model. An optional 285-horsepower V-8 will be available as well. 
Isuzu announced the SUV would carry a 10-year/120,000-mile limited power train warranty, the longest in the 
industry. With the Japanese brand posting substantial losses, many analysts fear Isuzu’s U.S. partner, General 
Motors, may soon pull the plug on the brand and leave what’s left of the company to focus on building diesel 
engines, one of its few profitable business operations. MSRP is $26,649.  

 
Kia Sorento 
Hoping to ride the wave of success from its 2002 Sedona minivan, Kia is debuting a new SUV -- but 
will it get lost in all the noise and fury of Honda's Pilot and other new mid-sized family barges? 
Initial reports are positive -- The Kia Sorento may end up being an affordable 4-door, 5-passenger 
sport-utility alternative to the Big Boys. On the plus side, the Sorento is available in 4 trims, ranging 

from the LX 4X2 to the EX 4X4. All come with a 3.5-liter, V6, 192-horsepower engine that gets 15-mpg in the 
city and 20-mpg on the highway. A 4-speed automatic transmission with overdrive is standard. Sorento will be 
priced at or below $20,000.  

 
Lexus GX 470 
Because we really need more luxury SUVs, Lexus will debut the GX 470, a five-passenger luxury 
sport-utility vehicle (eight-passenger with optional third row seating). This one is certainly worth a 
long look, with a welded-steel body on box-section ladder frame and a manageable length of 188.2 
inches. The GX 470 comes with a 4.7-liter, four-cam, 32-valve 90° V8 engine. It's a Certified Low-

Emission Vehicle (LEV) that churns 235 horsepower at 4,800 rpm, and 320 lb-ft torque at 3,400 rpm. Exterior 
features include tinted front glass with UV protection, water-repellent front-door glass and available rain sensing, 
intermittent front wipers. GX 470 pricing should be between $45,000 to $50,000.  

 
Lincoln Aviator  
As their race with Cadillac for American Luxury supremacy heats up, Lincoln has come out with the 
Aviator -- a Mountaineer-esqe 4-door, up to 7-passenger luxury sport-utility. It's available in 4 trims, 
ranging from the 4x2 Luxury to the AWD Premium. The 2003 Aviator is equipped with a standard 
4.6-liter, V8, 302-horsepower engine that achieves 13-mpg in the city and 19-mpg on the highway. 

The AWD Premium is equipped with a standard 4.6-liter, V8, 302-horsepower engine and a 5-speed automatic 
transmission with overdrive is standard on both trims. Pricing starts at $39,255 for the 4x2 and $42,205 for the 
AWD. 

 
Maybach Type 57/Type 62 
The 2003 Maybach 57 and Maybach 62 will offer the most horsepower, the most luxurious 
amenities, the best customer service and the longest body available on any stock automobile, 
anywhere in the world. Yet, even all these "mosts" and "bests" will not be enough to describe the 
sheer grandeur of two new vehicles that come with custom silver champagne flutes as standard 
equipment. 
 
Mazda6 
Mazda has replaced the slow-selling 626 with the 6, a much-ballyhooed mid-sized sedan. Attractive 
and stylish with smooth, sporty look, the 6 is built on an all-new platform and newly designed front 
& rear suspension system -- high-mounted double-wishbone front suspension and Mazda-patented E-
type multi-link rear suspension. It's powered by an aluminum V6 3.0-liter DOHC S-VT (Sequential 

Valve Timing) engine that features a lightweight, high-rigidity aluminum block and good power: the engine's 
estimated output is 218 horsepower. The engine also meets the ULEV (Ultra Low Emission Vehicle) standard for 
the US. Pricing is between $18,000 and $21,000. 
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Mazdaspeed Protege 
The Mazdaspeed Protégé features a variety of enhancements, including a stiffened chassis, 
oversized brakes, a short-throw, five-speed stick and a limited-slip differential. But the heart of 
the car is its 170-horsepower, 2.0-liter, 16-valve in-line four. Pumping up the pony count is a 
Garrett turbocharger engineered for the package by Callaway Cars. Calloway has, over the 

years, earned a reputation for beefing up a variety of Detroit cars, such as the tire-spinning Callaway 
Corvette.  
 

Mazda RX-8 
Looks like Mazda has a hit on its hands with the RX-8. Initial reviews rave about the unique 
styling and an impressive rotary engine – completely redesigned to be more efficient and 
dependable.  The 250-horsepower (estimated) RX-8 comfortably accommodates four adults, 
while delivering impressive driving dynamics. Base MSRP for the 2004 RX-8 with six-speed 

manual transmission is $26,680. A fully loaded RX-8 with either transmission and every available option, 
including leather seats, Bose® audio, 18-inch tires, moonroof and fog lamps is priced at around $30,000. 

 
Mercury Marauder 
Think of it as a 300-horsepower black leather jacket. Lift the bonnet on the Marauder and you 
find an all aluminum, 4.6 liter, DOHC V-8. The Mercury motor generates 302 hp @ 5,700 rpm 
and 310 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,250 rpm. It's a four valve per cylinder design, with a truck cam 
(and corresponding lower torque curve) borrowed from the new Aviator. The Marauder sports 

true dual exhausts - 2" diameter up front, 2¼" in back, with 3½" polished stainless Megs tips. The pipes 
provide a pleasing rumble (production models were actually toned down from pre-production levels).  
Pricing: $33,790. 

 
Mitsubushi Outlander 
With the new Outlander, Mitsubishi continues to show its peers what cool looks like to the 
young crowd. Apparently, it has a lot to do with price, style and attitude – sort of like the 
difference between colored lights and actual youths apeing around, doing the things young 
people do. Like the Eclipse, the Outlander has an aggressive attitude -- obvious in its styling and 
stance. With a style that crosses the Vibe, the Eclipse and the Subaru Outback, the Outlander is 

an entry-level SUV that will be noticed on the street. The Outlander should already be in dealerships, priced 
under $19,000.  

 
Mitsubishi Endeavor 
Can an SUV ever make you feel young? Probably not, but it can make you feel powerful, 
something Endeavor accomplishes with a masculine look and a 3.6 liter, 60-degree V6 engine. 
This type of engine is designed to produce most of its torque at lower RPMs -- ideal for stop and 

start city driving. That is, in fact, what the Endeavor is designed to do -- lots of urban driving -- which is why 
Mitsubishi built the vehicle on a car-based chassis. Endeavor will be available throughout 2003, and is priced 
between $25,000 and $33,000.  

 
Nissan 350Z 
Few cars enter this world with as much anticipation as the new Nissan 350Z. Fewer still live up 
to the expectations as the 350Z has -- from inside to outside. Nissan's affordable sports car has 
zippy power, great torque and superb handling. The interior is a bit austere, but you won't buy 
this for plush seats and cupboards -- this 2-door, 2-passenger sports coupe is all about 

performance. Available in 5 trims, ranging from the Coupe to the Track, the Z is equipped with a standard 
3.5-liter, V6, 287-horsepower engine that gets 20-mpg in the city and 26-mpg on the highway. A 6-speed 
manual transmission with overdrive is standard. The Nissan 350Z is priced starting under $30,000, but good 
luck getting it for MSRP. Coming in the summer of 2003: the Nissan 350Z Roadster. 
 

 

http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0004/www.autobytel.com/images/Features/nyas/protegenys.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0004/www.autobytel.com/images/Features/nyas/protegenys.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0004/www.autobytel.com/images/Features/nyas/protegenys.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0006/www.autobytel.com/images/carPics/TestDrv/Lyons/Outlander/rear-3-qtroutlander_650.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0006/www.autobytel.com/images/carPics/TestDrv/Lyons/Outlander/rear-3-qtroutlander_650.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0004/www.autobytel.com/images/carPics/TestDrv/chee/350Z/350Zrear34_650.jpg
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Nissan Murano  
Built on the same platform as the Altima, the Murano has Nissan’s Continuously Variable 
Transmission and a 3.5 liter V-6. Developed, designed and engineered specifically for North 
America, it combines the functional aspects of an SUV with improved agility and ride comfort. 
The Nissan Murano comes with a standard 240-plus horsepower 3.5-liter DOHC V6. Other 

performance features include 4-wheel independent suspension for a smooth, car-like ride and a new all-wheel 
drive system. A front-wheel drive model will also be offered. The Nissan Murano is available now.  
 

Nissan Quest 
The Quest, which will be the first car built at Nissan's new plant in Canton, Miss., will compete 
with other top line minivans, such as the Honda Odyssey and the Toyota Sienna.  The Quest has 
several features, including a curvaceous exterior, skyview roof panels -- a nice innovation -- and 

a sliding door that's four inches longer than the competition. The interior is much larger and refined, with the 
plastic feel of the previous Quest replaced by state-of-art materials and instrumentation. The interior also 
features flat-folding 2nd and 3rd row seats -- the 2nd row is easily lifted in order to gain access to the back 
row. Powered by a 3.5 liter 230 horsepower V6 engine, the Quest is certainly different. The Quest will be 
available this summer.   

 
Nissan Titan 
The Titan will be powered by a newly designed Nissan Endurance 5.6-liter DOHC V8 with over 
300 horsepower and more than 375 lb-ft of torque, standard 5-speed automatic transmission and 
a towing capacity of up to 9,400 pounds. The Titan will be available late in 2003 in King Cab 
and Crew Cab models, with a choice of 2-wheel and 4-wheel drive. The Titan is exciting news 

for truck buyers in the US, as it will add to overall choice and increase competition. The result should be 
more truck for less money. Titan doesn't have the trims - and the reputation - to compete with the Big Boys 
right off the bat. But watch out. Here comes a real truck to battle Dodge, Ford, Chevy and GMC.  

 
Pontiac GTO 
Judging from the debut model, GTOs -- at least the 14,000 or so they plan to build -- will be in 
very high demand. Buy the red, and stay away from the yellow model -- that may wind up 
looking too much like a very cool Impala. One thing's for sure -- it won't sound like an Impala, 
not with a specially tuned LS1 5.7-liter V-8 aluminum-block engine currently estimated at 340 

horsepower, with an appropriately tuned Pontiac exhaust note. The GTO shares the same basic engine 
configuration with the base-level Chevrolet Corvette, but has been modified with a high-lift camshaft and 
increased airflow induction to create greater horsepower and low-end torque than the Holden Monaro. 

 
Pontiac Vibe 
Vibe offers a spacious, versatile interior in the guise of a compact car, and the features of a 
sports car, sport wagon and SUV all at the same time. Two engines are available: The standard 
1.8-liter, I4, 130-horsepower engine that gets 29-mpg in the city and 36-mpg on the highway, 
and comes with a 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive. The GT is equipped with a 1.8-

liter, I4, 180-horsepower engine that does 25-mpg in the city and 30-mpg on the highway. A 6-speed manual 
transmission with overdrive is standard on the GT.  Vibe pricing begins at $16,430.  

 
Porsche Cayenne 
Many people will never be comfortable with a Porsche badge on an SUV. For those who can get 
used to the idea, the Cayenne may wind up being the best luxury mid-sized SUV on the road. Or 
perhaps the Cayenne will introduce a new segment: the performance SUV. Consider: The 
Cayenne comes with a 4.5-liter V-8 engine and a six-speed-automatic transmission with manual 

gear changes. The Cayenne S delivers 340 hp, and the Cayenne Turbo increases that to 450. "Intelligent” all-
wheel drive is standard. Pricing will range from $55,000 to $85,000.  
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Saturn Ion 
The Ion is built on GM’s delta platform, has GM’s ecotech 4-cylinder engine, and will come with a 
continuously variable transmission. The sedan version will go on sale in the fall, with a coupe 
following later in 2003. Available in two trims, the Quad Coupe and the Sedan, the Ion is equipped 
with a standard 2.2-liter, I4, 140-horsepower engine that gets 26-mpg in the city and 33-mpg on the 
highway. A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard. Ion pricing starts at $11,500.  
 
Subaru Baja 
Subaru's engineers created a thoughtful suspension design that works in concert with the boxer 
engine, which allows room for placement of a strong front cross member directly under the engine, 
and for equal-length axle shafts. The 2003 Baja is a 4-door, 4-passenger compact pickup, available 
in one version only, the LDT. The Baja is equipped with a standard 2.5-liter, H4, 165-horsepower 

engine. A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard, and a 4-speed automatic transmission with 
overdrive is optional. Pricing starts at $23,995. 

 
Toyota Matrix 
Cool styling and an adaptable nature are the key elements to Toyota's newest model, and brother to 
Pontiac's Vibe. Two engine choices are available, both variations of Toyota's 1.8 liter four 
cylinder. Standard and XR models get 130 or 123 hp (2WD vs. 4WD), with 125/118 lb. ft. of 
torque respectively. The motor offers adequate power and is well matched to the transmission 

offerings (5-speed manual or 4-speed automatic). XRS models are front wheel drive only, and power is bumped 
to 180 hp and 130 lb. ft. of torque Pricing starts at $14,670.  
 

Volkswagen Beetle Cabriolet  
At long last, a convertible version of the New Beetle will hit our shores. According to early 
reviews, the soft top Beetle will be worth the wait. In order to get sun in your face, however, New 
Beetle drivers will have to give up some back seat space, and shell out more dough for automatic 
top operation. All in all, however, the New Beetle Cabriolet looks to be a winner in style and fun. 
Body reinforcement should improve the ride.  
 
Volkswagen Phaeton 
If there's a car that can sell consumers on the idea of Volkswagen as a luxury brand, the Phaeton is 
the one -- but even for the ultra-luxurious German sedan, it may be a hard sell. Either way, if you 
buy one you'll go places in style and power, with an 8- or 12-cylinder W-type engine, arrow-
shaped styling cues on the hood; a chrome grille and signature taillight clusters. Inside, the 

Phaeton has the sort of refined luxury you'd expect from BMW, or, dare I say it, Audi. Priced at more than 
$50,000 and shooting upward quickly. Available mid-year 2003.  

 
Volkswagen Touareg   
Yet another mid-sized, luxury, off road grocery hauler. The Touareg certainly has the most 
interesting name. Other differences include a unibody frame --which makes the Touareg more car-
like in look and feel -- galvanized steel construction, a 3.2-liter V-6 that makes approximately 220 
horsepower and a 4.2-liter V-8 that churns 300 hp.  Available mid-year 2003.  

 
Volvo XC90 
Are you ready for the safest SUV on the road? Volvo thinks they've got it with the new XC90, 
another new entrant to the crowded luxury/mid-sized SUV race. They may be on to something 
with that safety angle. The XC90 offers advancements such as a lower crossbar added to the front 
sub frame, and placed at the height of the beam in a regular passenger car. Volvo also offers roll 
stability control, dynamic stability traction control, and inflatable side curtain-type airbags. All-

wheel drive is standard; the SUV will be able to handle different terrain -- though it is not intended for anything 
other than highway driving. Standard equipment includes a 2.5-liter, I5, 208-horsepower, turbo engine, and a 5-
speed automatic transmission with overdrive. On sale in the first quarter of 2003, starting at more than $33,000 
for base models and about $55,000 for top-of-the-line.

http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0004/www.autobytel.com/images/Features/nyas/ionnys.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0006/www.autobytel.com/images/carPics/TestDrv/Baja_500/Baja39.jpg
http://a904.g.akamai.net/7/904/506/v0006/www.autobytel.com/images/carPics/TestDrv/M-3-qtr-front_400.jp
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Acura 
It's been a busy two years for Acura. Last year, they introduced 
two "new" models, the small car RSX and revamped NSX. The 
year before, the MDX debuted. Whew. In 2003, Honda's luxury 
division will use the 2003 model year to refine and enhance its 
existing line-up, and introduce one new member – the 2004 
TSX Sport Sedan. Existing vehicle improvements include 
performance upgrades to the MDX luxury sports utility vehicle, 
and the CL Type-S luxury coupe. The CL also gets a revised 
look. While they're busy refining, it might be a good idea to 
increase production on the MDX -- it remains at the top of the 
list for many luxury SUV shoppers, despite waiting list 
availability. 

 Acura 3.2 TL 

 
 

MMSRP Range: $28,880 - $33,230 
The 225-horsepower 3.2 TL feature 
ppotent mix of power, handing and 
finement. For 2003, the OnStar 
mmunications service becomes 

andard equipment on TL models 
quipped with the Acura Satellite-
nked Navigation System. The TL 
ceives two new exterior colors: 
edondo Red Pearl and Desert Mist. 

  Acura 3.5 RL  

 

 

MSRP Range: $43,150 - $45,150 
The RL receives a new interior 
color, Slate Gray. Available are 
three new wood trims: Auburn 
Camphor, Golden Camphor and 
Black Camphor. The 3.5 RL 
receives three new exterior colors: 
Carbon Gray Pearl, Polar Blue 
Metallic and Champagne Mist 
Pearl. 2003 RL is equipped with the 
Lower Anchor and Tethers for 
Children (LATCH) child seat 
restraint system.  
 

  Acura 3.2 CL  

 

MSRP Range: $28,030 - $32,38
The 2003 3.2 CL features a close
ratio 6-speed manual transmissio
Models with the 6-speed manual
also feature a limited-slip 
differential, and all 2003 CL mo
have redesigned wheels, a revise
grille with body-colored surroun
revised headlights and new tailli
lenses. OnStar(R) is standard 
equipment on CL models equipp
with Acura Satellite-Linked 
Navigation. 

2003 Vehicle Changes 

Years from now, when scribes and scholars look back 
at the industry of auto making, they will point to this 
time as a golden age, of advancement in technology, 
safety, styling and performance. In just the past few 
years, we have witnessed the introduction of vehicles 
and components that have dramatically improved the 
most important things a car must do: 
Braking: Today, almost all automakers include "ABS" 
braking systems as standard or optional equipment.  
Accident: True, air bags are not the cure-all we once 
thought they would be -- but as technology has 
improved, so have air bags. Now, many vehicles offer 
front and side impact bags. We've also learned that air 
bags aren't enough. Traction control systems and all-
wheel drive make a significant difference to safety 
performance.  
Performance: Technology, such as the Subaru all-
wheel-drive, has made driving more fun than ever 
before. 
Styling: Technological advancements in the way 
automakers build cars have made it less expensive and 
more creative than ever. Today, even people shopping 
for new cars at a price tag of less than $10,000 can get 
a vehicle that looks nice, rides nice and is nicely 
dependable. 
Quality: Again, technology has played a role in 
making cars more dependable. But so to have the 
automakers, by shifting focus from quick and easy 
marketing ploys to product-led efforts.  
 
Product first. That makes now a great time to buy a car. 
There are quality vehicles on the lots, and automakers 
working hard at getting rid of them. Some are still 
offering 0% financing, as well as other significant 
rebates.  As anyone who has clipped a coupon knows, 
discounts are good when the product is improved, and 
many 2003 models are better than the 2002 versions. 
So before you decide which car to buy, check this 
guide to find out what changes the automakers have 
made. Look for more than changes to the exterior – 
significant model year revisions often include safety 
features, added items to the standard features list and 
other mechanical enhancements. Look for improved 
engine efficiency, safety items such as side air bags or 
a more rigid frame, all-wheel drive and increased 
interior space.  Once you select your favorites, visit 
www.autobytel.com, and compare the vehicles side-by-
side. You’ll likely find significant differences that can 
help you make a smarter buying decision. 

http://www.autobytel.com/
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MSRP Range: $34,700 - $39,300 
The 2003 version of the MDX features a 20 horsepower boost to 260 hp, a new 5-speed au
transmission, and a drive-by-wire throttle system. The suspension has been retuned for a sm
ride, Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA) and dual piston front brake calipers have been added a
dynamic torsional rigidity of the chassis has been increased by 35 percent. Inside, improvem
were made to the Acura Navigation System, with voice recognition, enhanced graphics, exp
U.S. database coverage and a tailgate-mounted rearview camera. When the MDX is in reve
camera transmits a picture from behind the vehicle onto the navigation system screen. The 
also is now available with an optional, factory installed DVD rear entertainment system com
with headphones and remote control.  

  
 No Significant Changes 

  Acura RSX   Acura NSX 

 
MSRP Range:  
$19,950 - $23,170 

 
MSRP Range:  
$89,000  

Audi 
It may be a little quiet at Audi now, but hold the phone: 2003 and 2004 promise to be big years for 
Volkswagen's luxury brand. By the end of 2003, the much-anticipated RS6 will hit the streets. The RS6 
features a V-8 engine churning a whopping 450 horsepower. There's also talk about a crossover similar to the 
Avantissimo concept making Auto Show rounds this year, and an automatic version of the TT roadster will 
be offered. Due out in the fall of 2002, Audi will debut the A4 Cabriolet. 

    

MSRP Range: $24,900 - $34,140 
Based on the A4 platform and designed with similar styling, Audi’s A4 Cabriolet is all-
new with front-wheel drive, a 220-hp, 3.0-liter V-6 engine and Audi’s CVT. Audi will 
add a turbo 1.8-liter engine later in the year. An active rollover system uses sensors to 
trigger bars behind the rear seats, which deploy upward when a rollover incident is 
imminent. A strengthened windshield and A-pillars provide extra protection. Side-impact 
airbags for head are standard, and the cabriolet comes with an active rollover system that 
uses sensors to activate bars. The A pillar is also stronger than the standard A4.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $35,400 - $49,650 
Audi's A6 features will be slightly reduced for 2003. Gone is the Tiptronic steering 
wheel controls, and the Servotronic steering on the 3.0. Passenger seat memory is no 
longer included, and the 4.2 will no longer include a sunroof as standard. Additions 
include standard leather, sport suspension on the 2.7 and standard side curtain airbags.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $62,200 - $67,200 
Option packages may be enhanced for 2003 
 
 

  Acura MDX 

  Audi A4  

  Audi A6  

  Audi A8  



 

  Page 12 
© Copyright 1999 - 2003 Autobytel Inc. 
Pricing shown above is in U.S. dollars and is for U.S. vehicle configurations. Vehicle pricing and information can change without 
notice. For more information about pricing and model year changes, visit www.autobytel.com. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $39,900 - $40,950 
As with the A6, features in Audi's quattro allroad will be slightly reduced. Gone is the 
Tiptronic steering wheel controls. Passenger seat memory is no longer included. 
Additions include replacement of LATCH hooks to the outside seating positions.  
 

 

 
 

MSRP Range: $31,200 - $39,600 
New in 2000, the TT is revised for 2003 to include a six-speed-automatic transmission 
with the 180 horsepower engine. Wheels have been enhanced to an all cast-alloy. New 
TTs add an in-dash CD player. 
 

 

BMW 
The world's "ultimate driving machine" was one of the most highly coveted brands in the U.S. for 2002. 
BMW has seen nearly a 10 percent increase in sales for the first half of 2002 over the same period last year, 
ranking it higher than all other luxury imports including Mercedes-Benz and Lexus. It's quite a stellar report 
considering the controversy that swirled around the introduction of the redesigned 7 Series early this year, 
where some critics saw the new styling direction as a sign of BMW's impending doom. If anything, the 
controversy has brought more people into showrooms, boosting sales of both new and pre-owned Bimmers.  

 

 
 
 

MSRP Range: $27,100 - $42,400 
No significant changes were planned for 2003. Changes in 2002: Sedans and sport 
wagons, the "oldest" siblings in the 3 Series lineup, received a subtle facelift, while all 
models now feature Bi-Xenon headlights, an improved Dynamic Stability Control 
system, new wheel and tire packages, including optional run-flat tires and a single-disc, 
in-dash CD player as standard (instead of a cassette), while the cassette is a no-cost 
option.  

  
 

MSRP Range: $35,950 - $53,900 
No significant changes for 2003, in preparation for a major redesign in 2004 -- to be 
released mid-year 2003.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Audi allroad Quattro  

  Audi TT  

  No Significant Changes 
Audi S4 Audi S6 Audi S8 

 
MSRP Range:  
$38,900 - $40,500 

 
MSRP Range:  
$58,700 

 
MSRP Range:  
$72,500 - $72,500 
 

  BMW 3 Series  

  BMW 5 Series  
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MSRP Range: $67,850 - $71,850 
No significant changes to the 745i, but the 760il with a V-12 will become available. 
The 7-  Series was significantly redesigned in 2002.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

MSRP Range: $38,900 - $66,200 
There are few changes to the X5 for 2003. In 2002, the big news was the introduction 
of the 4.6is, a high performance model with a 340 horsepower, 4.6-liter V-8 engine 
and a automatic transmission specially-programmed for performance. Accompanying 
all this power under the hood is a sport suspension, 20-inch wheels and tires and an 
interior unique to the 4.6is.  

    

MSRP Range: $31,300 - $37,900 
 BMW replaces the Z3 with the Z4, an improved roadster starting at 
$33,795. Two Z4 roadster two models will be available in 2003, both 
featuring in-line sixes; the Z4 roadster 2.5i with the 2.5L, with 184-
horsepower power plant.  

 

 

No Significant Changes  
Z8 

 
MSRP Range:  
$130,000 - $130,000 

M5 
 

 
MSRP Range:  
$69,900 - $69,900 

M3 

   
MSRP Range:  
$45,900 - $53,900 

M 

 
 
Not on sale in 2003 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  BMW 7 Series  

  BMW X5  

  BMW Z3  
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Buick 
Buick, long a popular car for older drivers, is getting an infusion of family values thanks to the 2002 
Rendezvous SUV and the soon-to-come 2004 Buick Rainier -- known currently as the Oldsmobile Bravada. 
Apparently, "family values" is working, as Buick sales were up in 2002 -- thanks primarily to the success of 
the Rendezvous. With its 100-year birthday celebration due to hit in 2003, look for an aggressive marketing 
approach and healthy sales, thanks to special edition vehicles and the introduction of the Rainier by 
September of 2003.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $20,535 - $23,565 
The Century receives a slight enhancement to its appearance, with a chrome grille, new 
side molding and two new body colors. For 2003, anti-lock brakes will no longer be 
standard equipment.  
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $24,660 - $30,225 
Buick will mark its 100th birthday in 2003 with 10,000 "Celebration Edition" LeSabre, 
featuring 16-inch chrome aluminum wheels, two-tone leather seating and a Black 
Cherry wood grain interior. Side air bags will no longer be offered as standard 
equipment for 2003 models.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $33,755 - $38,265 
 For the new Park Avenue Ultra, Buick is bringing back some of his classic design 
cues, such as the grille's vertical bars and fender portholes. The Park Avenue Ultra is 
loaded with standard features such as Stabilitrak, sport-tuned suspension anti-lock 
brakes and side impact air bags. The Ultra, which is new for 2003, will cost more than 
the regular Park Avenue.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $23,485 - $27,485 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  
 
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $25,120 - $28,170 
New in 2002, the Buick Rendezvous will have few changes in 2003: two new body colors, an 
electric mid gate and the optional XM Radio. The most significant change to the Rendezvous 
will be what it doesn't have standard: side air bags. Offered as standard in 2002, side air bags 
will become optional in 2003.  
 
 
 
 
 

  Buick Century  

  Buick LeSabre  

  Buick Park Avenue  

  Buick Regal  

  Buick Rendezvous  
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Cadillac 
So... what's new at Cadillac? Well there’s the CTS – but as that 2003 vehicle has been on the streets since 2001, 
it’s hardly new. There’s more than CTS news at Caddy, however – starting with another big SUV.Cadillac 
looks to take advantage of its momentum in the American Luxury category with the Cadillac Escalade ESV, the 
largest full-size luxury SUV available. It comes close to qualifying as a bus, or an RV: the ESV is 22 inches 
longer than Escalade, with more than 20 extra inches of interior length. Powered by Cadillac's 345-hp 6.0L V8 
engine and the largest girth in its class, this is not a vehicle you want to get in front of on a downhill grade. 
Luxury features abound: AWD and StabiliTrak with Road Sensing Suspension (RSS), Ultrasonic Rear Parking 
Assist, OnStar and XM Satellite Radio service, early compliance to 2005 Federal Standards, dual-level airbags. 
Priced at $56,160 MSRP at introduction, the ESV is in dealer showrooms now.  But Cadillac is not satisfied 
with building just SUVs. Coming out mid- year 2003 and 2004 will be the much anticipated XLR convertible 
sports car -- think Corvette styled like a new-age Cadillac -- and the SRX, a rear-wheel drive sport wagon-
crossover vehicle.  
 

    

MSRP Range: $29,350 - $29,350 
For as long as the CTS has been out, it sure seems like a 2002 model. But no -- it's just 
one of those "early" release cars. No matter. The CTS' edgy styling, and advanced 
power holds its own against most '03 luxury 4-door sedans. The CTS is built on an all-
new rear-wheel-drive architecture, featuring a 220-hp 3.2L V6 with a five-speed 
manual or automatic transmission. A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is 
standard, and a 5-speed automatic transmission with overdrive is optional.  
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $42,950 - $47,880 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  
 
 

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $48,735 - $52,230 
Redesigned for 2002, the Escalade and Escalade EXT get few changes for the 
upcoming model year. Enhancements include high-energy headlights, a passenger air 
bag sensor and more luxury items. Look for the Escalade to continue robust sales 
through 2003.  
 

 

    

MSRP Range: $44,399 - $49,705 
The Seville gets one key enhancement: better ride control, thanks to GM's Magnetic 
Ride Control system. The system is designed to control the ride and improve stability. 
Judging from early reviews of the system, it works. 
 
 
 
 
  

  Cadillac CTS  

  Cadillac DeVille  

  Cadillac Escalade  

  Cadillac Seville  
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Chevrolet 
When it comes to Chevrolet in 2003, only one vehicle really matters: the Corvette, and its 50th Anniversary. 
With a limited edition and a yearlong celebration, Chevrolet should bring performance-interested customers 
back to the brand.  Shame there won't be a Camaro to catch all those customers who can't afford to purchase the 
Corvette. Oh well. Later in 2003, Chevrolet will aggressively debut new cars, included the hot new SSR, the 
Colorado pick up truck, and a new Malibu.  
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $23,121 - $25,136 
The Astro passenger van gets standard four-wheel disc brakes in 2003. 2002 changes 
include the addition of multi-port fuel injection to its standard 190 horsepower 4.3-liter 
V-6 engine resulting in smoother operation. Several changes, including the elimination 
of the exhaust gas recirculation system and the addition of a new, synthetic rear axle 
lubricant, make the Astro longer lasting under severe driving, such as during towing 
and hauling.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $31,215 - $36,115 
Though only a year old, the Avalanche will get a few additions in 2003, including 
darker body cladding -- there will also be a "naked" version offered -- dual air bags and 
GM's StabiliTrak system. A driver convenience package will also be new for 2003. 
New optional equipment includes XM Satellite Radio.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $19,855 - $26,090 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. Look for the Blazer to leave Chevy's line 
up within two years.  
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $18,415 - $29,925 
If someone offers to sell you a 2003 Camaro, call the Better Business Bureau. But if 
you're still interested in Chevy's just-about-gone muscle car, check out the final 2002 
35th Anniversary edition. Chevrolet is offering a limited edition package on its SS 
Coupe and SS Convertible models. V-6 models now have an audio system with in-dash 
CD player, as well as 16-inch painted, cast aluminum wheels and performance tires.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $13,960 - $16,685 
If you like the Cavalier, this is the year to buy one as Chevy introduces a slew of 
changes -- with an eye on replacing this long-standing member of the Chevy family in 
2005. Included in the changes is a fresh exterior look, standard side impact bags. 
OnStar is also an option on the Cavalier, and LATCH safety seat anchors have been 
installed.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $41,680 - $50,430 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Corvette, and Chevrolet is celebrating by 
painting the car red -- in addition to other changes designed to make the 2003 Corvette 
a special purchase. Offered in hardtop, convertible and Z06 models, the Anniversary 
edition will also feature Magnetic Ride Control, special wheels and interior upholstery. 

 

  Chevrolet Astro Passenger Van  

  Chevrolet Avalanche  

  Chevrolet Blazer  

  Chevrolet Camaro  

  Chevrolet Cavalier  

  Chevrolet Corvette  
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MSRP Range: $22,550 - $26,590 
The Express is almost all-new for 2003: a redesigned exterior, an all-wheel-drive 
version added to the line-up and new Vortec engines, from a 275 horsepower to a 6.0 
liter V-8 that churns almost 300 hp.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $20,325 - $24,025 
Standard remote keyless entry tops the list of changes for the 2003 Impala. Removed from the 
standard equipment list are side airbags and antilock brakes. According to Automotive News, a 
new Impala SS may be in the works for 2003 or 2004.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $17,680 - $19,965 
No significant changes for 2003, but a new version will show up in late 2003 as a 2004.  

 

  Chevrolet Express  

  Chevrolet Impala  

  Chevrolet Malibu  

  Chevrolet S-10  

 

   
MSRP Range: $13,961 - $24,219 
No changes are planned for 2003. The S-10 will be replaced by the Colorado in 2004.  

  Chevrolet Silverado  

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,108 - $38,137 
Primary changes to the Silverado include exterior design enhancements, especially around 
the grille and wheel wells. These changes will mirror the Avalanche. A Silverado SS Sport 
Model will be offered in the beginning of 2003.  

  Chevrolet Suburban  

 

   

MSRP Range: $35,938 - $40,401 
Power adjustable brake and accelerator pedals will be introduced for the 2003 model year, 
along with the StabiliTrak system.  
 

  Chevrolet Tahoe  

 

   

MSRP Range: $33,204 - $35,970 
Changes for 2003 include StabiliTrak, second row bucket seats (optional) and an electronic 
throttle control. XM Satellite will also be available.  
 

  Chevrolet TrailBlazer  

 

   

MSRP Range: $25,885 - $34,395 
For 2003, the TrailBlazer EXT gets an additional engine choice: a Vortec 5300 5.3 liter V-8 
 
engine.  
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Chrysler 
Crossfire. Pacifica. 2003 would seem to be Chrysler's year, with the hot new Crossfire sports coupe due out 
later this year as a 2004, along with Pacifica, a new family "sports-tourer". Yes, 2003 is shaping up to be a 
good year for Chrysler. The Crossfire and Pacifica will be among the first vehicles to have a noticeable 
Daimler feel to construction.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $16,450 - $22,855 
The PT Cruiser gets turbo-ed, which is a much-needed boost in power. Exterior styling for the 
PT Turbo has been modified slightly.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $23,870 - $38,020 
For 2003, the Town & Country gets a power sunroof, factory-installed DVD and adjustable 
pedals.  

 

No Significant Changes 
Chevrolet Venture 

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,363 - $33,595 

Chevrolet Astro 

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,272 - $23,672 

Chevrolet Tracker 

 
MSRP Range:  
$16,100 - $21,935 

Chevrolet Monte Carlo 

 
MSRP Range:  
$20,425 - $23,225 
 
 

  Chrysler PT Cruiser  

  Chrysler Town & Country  

No Significant Changes 
Chrysler Concorde 

 
MSRP Range:  
$22,790 - $28,930 
 

Chrysler Sebring 
Convertible 

 
MSRP Range:  
$23,700 - $29,420 

Chrysler Sebring Coupe 

 
MSRP Range:  
$20,110 - $22,385 

Chrysler 300M 

 
MSRP Range:  
$28,540 - $32,065 

Chrysler Sebring Sedan 

 
MSRP Range:  
$17,920 - $20,670 

Chrysler Sebring 

 
MSRP Range:  
$18,005 - $29,300 

Chrysler Voyager 

 
MSRP Range:  
$16,430 - $23,640 



 

  Page 19 
© Copyright 1999 - 2003 Autobytel Inc. 
Pricing shown above is in U.S. dollars and is for U.S. vehicle configurations. Vehicle pricing and information can change without 
notice. For more information about pricing and model year changes, visit www.autobytel.com. 

Dodge 
There’s a new Viper in the 2003 Dodge garage, with a significantly different look and 500 horsepower worth of 
fun. If you can’t afford the Viper, you can always look...then buy the new Neon SRT-4, a performance Neon to 
debut by Dodge in 2003. Other significant changes include a redesign of the 2500 and 3500 trucks, in line with 
last year’s 1500 redesign. 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $16,430 - $23,640 
Changes include a power sunroof and a factory-installed DVD entertainment system for 2003. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $25,400 - $36,920 
No significant changes planned for 2003. Look for a redesigned Durango in 2004.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $21,980 - $33,680 
Changes include a power sunroof and a factory-installed DVD entertainment system for 2003. 

  

    

MSRP Range: $12,515 - $16,465 
Neon gets a new exterior look and revised interior for 2003. Neon features three differently 
tuned ride suspensions, two potent four-cylinder power plants standard and more models than 
ever before. Neon R/T and ACR models come standard with the high-output 2.0-liter Magnum 
16-valve SOHC four-cylinder engine that delivers 150 peak horsepower (112 kW). All Neon 
models come standard with five-speed manual transaxles with overdrive. A four-speed 
automatic transaxle is now standard on several Neon models.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $17,620 - $34,345 
No significant changes for the 1500, but the Ram Heavy Duty has been completely 
redesigned. In both 3/4-ton and 1-ton models, Heavy-Duty Dodge Rams feature new 
powerplants, class-leading features and the "big rig" styling introduced on the 2002 Dodge 
Ram 1500. Ram debuts as one of the most powerful heavy-duty pickups on the market, with 
a powerful diesel engine and the all-new 5.7-liter HEMI® Magnum V-8. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $17,625 - $21,625 
The Dodge Stratus Coupe and Sedan get a fresh new look for 2003. The exteriors feature 
the bold Dodge grille and rakish front and rear lamp clusters. Stratus features features 
optional AutoStick for clutchless manual shifting. Stratus R/T coupe delivers power from a 
3.0-liter SOHC V-6 engine that produces 200 horsepower (149 kW). Both Stratus coupe 
and sedan offer interior amenities, including optional leather-trimmed front bucket seats and 
power driver's seat. The Stratus coupe uses a four-wheel, fully independent suspension for 
superb control and handling. Dodge Stratus SXT sedans are also available for 2003, and are 
loaded with package value and content. 

  Dodge Caravan  

  Dodge Durango  

  Dodge Grand Caravan  

  Dodge Neon  

  Dodge Ram  

  Dodge Stratus  
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MSRP Range: $19,230 - $21,725 
The Dodge Stratus Coupe and Sedan get a fresh new look inside and out for 2003. The 
exteriors feature the bold Dodge grille and rakish front and rear lamp clusters. Stratus features 
features optional AutoStick for clutchless manual shifting. Stratus R/T coupe delivers power 
from a 3.0-liter SOHC V-6 engine that produces 200 horsepower (149 kW). Both Stratus 
coupe and sedan offer interior amenities, including optional leather-trimmed front bucket seats 
and power driver's seat with manually adjustable lumbar support. The Stratus coupe uses a 
four-wheel, fully independent suspension for superb control and handling. Dodge Stratus SXT 
sedans are also available for 2003, and are loaded with package value and content. 

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $18,910 - $21,715 
See Stratus Coupe description. 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $71,725 - $72,225 
Here’s the big news from Dodge: a new Viper, with 50 more horsepower, a new look and in 
convertible. The new V-10 engine cranks an astounding 500 horsepower, and it’s squatter styling 
give Viper fans something to talk about. Of course, the interior is not much more comfortable 
than in years past—but it is a Viper.  

 

Intrepid 

 
MSRP Range:  
$20,810 - $27,055 

Dakota 

 
MSRP Range:  
$15,720 - $25,125 

Ram Van 

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,345 - $26,365 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Dodge Stratus Coupe  

  Dodge Stratus Sedan  

  Dodge Viper  

No Significant Changes  
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Ferrari 
There's not much new to speak of when it comes to existing Ferrari models, but there is something new on the horizon -
- the Enzo, to succeed the F40 and F50, should be on the road sometime in 2003.  

Various reports place the price tag somewhere north of $400,000.  The Enzo Ferrari is a 
V12, inspired from F1 and the racing interest of company Patriarch Enzo Ferrari. And while 
some auto enthusiasts may be a bit put off by the styling, the Enzo is everything a Ferrari 
should be: fast, sexy, red and exotic. 
 

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $140,615 - $170,779 
No significant changes planned for 2003. 

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $224,585 - $228,625 
No significant changes planned for 2003. 

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $214,670 - $224,065 
The M is new for 2003, replacing the 5575 Maranello.  

 
 

Ford 
With the Firestone tire issue and a spate of recalls behind them, Ford heads into its 100th anniversary on a high note. 
2003 will be marked with countless celebrations commemorating the company's centennial. A special website has been 
developed for the anniversary featuring stories about founder Henry Ford, the Model T and more, while a 53-foot 
trailer will house the 100th Anniversary Experience, a touring display filled with memorabilia, milestone timeline and a 
special centennial video.  On the vehicle side, Ford is commemorating the year with a special-edition Centennial 
Package on its Explorer, F-Series, Focus, Mustang and Taurus models, which will feature special interiors and unique 
badging and will be offered only in black. Due out in 2003 is the much-anticipated redesigned F-Series truck.  

 

 

  Ferrari 360 Modena  

  Ferrari 456M  

  Ferrari 575M  

  Ford Crown Victoria  

    

MSRP Range: $23,150 - $28,355 
The Crown Victoria has had a serious overhaul for 2003, although most of the changes are 
not obvious at first glance. Of note are significant changes to the chassis, including a stiffer 
frame, redesigned independent short- and long-arm front suspension, speed-sensitive 
variable assist power rack-and-pinion steering and standard anti-lock brakes. The results 
from the changes are plentiful and include improved tracking at highway speeds and more 
precise handling when cornering and on rough roads. Other changes include three-point seat 
belts for all seating positions; wiper-activated headlamps and a valet key as standard, while 
AM/FM cassette with CD and side air bags are also available.  
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MSRP Range: $21,530 - $26,390 
Ford's E-Series gets a few significant changes in 2003, including the LATCH child seat 
system, a standard handle on the driver's side and exterior revisions that center around the 
grille and Ford emblem.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $22,400 - $23,245 
Ford's E-Series gets a few significant changes in 2003, including the LATCH child seat 
system, a standard handle on the driver's side and exterior revisions that center around the 
grille and Ford emblem.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $24,880 - $29,865 
Ford's E-Series gets a few significant changes in 2003, including the LATCH child seat 
system, a standard handle on the driver's side and exterior revisions that center around the 
grille and Ford emblem.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,670 - $25,880 
Ford will debut their Escape Hybrid model sometime in 2003, as well as a Limited edition m
with leather interior, heated front seats, and side impact bags.  
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $35,330 - $47,375 
Excursion will soon be headed for SUV heaven, but before Ford stops production they have 
plans to add a new Eddie Bauer edition, and a 6.0 liter engine will be introduced later in 200
 
  

    

MSRP Range: $30,555 - $41,085 
The 2003 Expedition gets significant chassis improvements as well as a few new comfort and
convenience features. The fully boxed frame uses hydroformed rails to increase torsional rigi
by 70 percent, while four-wheel independent suspension improves ride both on- and off-road
AdvanceTrac electronic stability monitors and improves tracking, while Brake Assist improv
braking distance. Inside, the interior design of the instrument panel has been changed to redu
squeaks and rattles, while the third-row seat has a power folding function. It's new Safety 
Canopy side curtain airbag, which offers protection in a side-impact, is now available as an 
option.  

    

MSRP Range: $22,255 - $28,490 
The Sport Trac gets only minor changes for 2003, most notably in the interior with restyled l
back bucket seats, new door trim and new interior colors. Late in the model year, will introdu
the Adrenalin Edition Explorer Sport Trac, a limited production model that comes equipped 
a 485-watt Pioneer sound system and 16-inch, five-spoke Thumbprint aluminum wheels. The
Adrenalin edition also features several items from other Sport Trac packages, including fog 
lamps, front tow hooks and side step bars.  
 

 

  Ford E150  

  Ford E250  

  Ford E350  

  Ford Escape  

  Ford Excursion  

  Ford Expedition  

  Ford Explorer Sport Trac  
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MSRP Range: $18,540 - $35,995 
Ford has put its efforts into creating a quieter driving experience for the 2003 F-Series pickup. 
Engineers made 75 changes to the truck, including adding sound absorbing materials and 
reducing air leaks, to quiet down the cabin, while two new editions give the F-Series a new look. 
The STX package, available on XL or XLT Regular or Super Cab models features chromed 17-
inch wheels and a premium audio system, while the new Heritage edition, has a two-tone 
exterior with chrome tubular running boards and Heritage badging. Look for a completely 
redesigned F-Truck in 2004, for sale in late 2003. Ford officials have said that they will sell the 
existing truck and new version side-by-side, and may offer rebates on the 2003 model. 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $21,120 - $34,200 
Ford has put its efforts into creating a quieter driving experience for the 2003 F-Series 
pickup. Engineers made 75 changes to the truck, including adding sound absorbing 
materials and reducing air leaks, to quiet down the cabin. In early 2003, a new, 6.0-liter 
Power Stroke diesel engine, producing 325 horsepower and 550 lb.-ft. of torque, will be 
offered with a new, five-speed TorqShift automatic transmission in the F-250 and F-350 
models.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $21,575 - $36,065 
Ford has put its efforts into creating a quieter driving experience for the 2003 F-Series pickup. 
Engineers made 75 changes to the truck, including adding sound absorbing materials and 
reducing air leaks, to quiet down the cabin. In early 2003, a new, 6.0-liter Power Stroke diesel 
engine, producing 325 horsepower and 550 lb.-ft. of torque, will be offered with a new, five-
speed TorqShift automatic transmission in the F-250 and F-350 models.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $17,475 - $28,645 
The hot news on the 2003 classic pony is the introduction of the Mach 1 high performance 
edition. A throwback to the original Mach 1, the 2003 model features a "shaker" ram air scoop 
which channels the air to improve performance, as well as a subtle trim appliqué and an air dam 
extension. A 4.6-liter, V-8 is boosted further with specially calibrated cams, a modified upper 
intake with ram-air and performance exhaust manifolds. Inside, seats are covered in a black 
leather pattern similar to the original vehicle while polished aluminum coats the accelerator, 
brake, clutch and dead pedals. Despite the retro-looking instrument cluster, the 2003 Mach 1 
includes such modern features as a six-disc, in-dash CD changer. Just 6,500 Mach 1 vehicles will 
be built for 2003.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $12,565 - $25,010 
The big change for the 2003 Ranger is the addition of its new Wheels and Tunes package, available in 
early 2003 on the XLT 4x2 SuperCab models. The package includes 16-inch machined, five-spoke 
cat-eye aluminum wheels shod with low-profile Michelin high-performance tires. The tunes side of 
the package includes a MACH MP3 audio system, which plays CDs in traditional and MP3 music 
formats. Also available is an in-dash six-disc CD changer.  

 
 
 
 
 

  Ford F150  

  Ford F250  

  Ford F350  

  Ford Mustang  

  Ford Ranger  
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MSRP Range: $17,480 - $17,480 
The Focus SVT has added a five-door hatchback model to its popular SVT Focus line up. 
Based on the Focus ZX5, the five-door SVT Focus is powered by the SVT-tuned 2.0-liter 
Zetec four-cylinder engine, producing 170 horsepower and 145 lb.-ft. of torque, which is 
mated to a six-speed manual transmission. Like the three-door version, the exterior has 
unique front and rear fascias and rear hatch spoiler as well as body color-keyed side mirrors, 
rub strips and door handles.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $33,125 - $37,370 
The SVT team has given its super-popular SVT Mustang Cobra a performance boost by 
adding a Roots-type supercharger and water-to-air intercooler to the Cobra's 4.6-liter V-8. 
The most powerful production Mustang yet, the new system produces 390 horsepower at 
6,000 rpm and 390 lb.-ft. of torque at 3,500 rpm. Unique front and rear fascias and 
functional hood scoops give it a distinct look, while a six-way power adjustable driver's seat 
and leather-trimmed seats with Preferred Suede seating surfaces increase the comfort level.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $19,035 - $23,300 
Taurus will get stylistic and comfort enhancements for 2003, including wood trim, standard 
power doors and windows, tilt steering and floor mats.  

 

    

MSRP Range: $35,390 - $38,890 
The new Thunderbird gets both performance and interior upgrades for 2003. The 3.9-liter, 
32-valve V-8 aluminum engine now has variable cam timing, resulting in a boost to 280 
horsepower at 6,000 rpm and 286 foot-pounds of torque at 4,000 rpm. Other new features 
include standard all-speed traction control and a SelectShift feature for the five-speed 
automatic transmission, allowing the driver to manually shift the vehicle without the use of 
a clutch. On the interior, the Thunderbird gets a redesigned analog instrument cluster, while 
heated seats are available. The new Saddle interior package includes full leather saddle seats 
as well as a saddle leather steering wheel insert and shift knob.  

  Ford SVT Focus  

  Ford SVT Mustang Cobra  

  Ford Taurus  

 Ford Thunderbird  

No Significant Changes 
Ford Explorer 

 
MSRP Range:  
$24,585 - $34,510 
 
Ford ZX2 

 
MSRP Range:  
$12,815 - $14,315 

Ford Explorer Sport  

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,355 - $27,915 

Ford Focus 

 
MSRP Range:  
$12,470 - $17,930 

Ford Windstar 

 
MSRP Range:  
$20,585 - $20,585 
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GMC 
Trucks have always been a GM strong suit, and the GMC brand is one of the places that these trucks shine. 
Over the years, the GMC product line has been narrowly focused, but that is its strength. One of GM's latest 
innovations is its Quadrasteer technology, which debuted on the Sierra Denali in 2002. The system, which 
electronically controls the direction of the rear wheels at different speeds to improve low-speed 
maneuverability and high-speed stability, is now offered on additional Sierra models as well as the Yukon. 
Look for GM to test other future technologies, such as Displacement on Demand, a process by which some 
engine cylinders are deactivated to improve fuel economy, as well as hybrid power trains on its GMC trucks 
in the near future. 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $30,270 - $36,750 
The 2003 Envoy XL will get a new engine, GM's Vortec 5.3 liter V-8.  
 
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $22,550 - $26,590 
The GMC Savana has had its first major redesign in seven years for 2003 and its now 
packed with some super-handy features. While the 4.8-liter V-8 engine now packs 50 more 
horsepower than in the previous generation, the big news is a redesigned frame, which 
improves ride and handling as well as all-wheel drive capability on three Savanna models. 
While the exterior has new front-end styling, your eye will be attracted to the driver's side, 
which now features a 60/40-hinged door---an industry first.  

 
   

MSRP Range: $24,464 - $28,198 
The GMC Savana has had its first major redesign in seven years for 2003 and its now 
packed with some super-handy features. While the 4.8-liter V-8 engine now packs 50 more 
horsepower than in the previous generation, the big news is a redesigned frame, which 
improves ride and handling as well as all-wheel drive capability on three Savana models. 
While the exterior has new front-end styling, your eye will be attracted to the driver's side, 
which now features a 60/40-hinged door---an industry first.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,391 - $44,250 
If you apply the theory "a little bit really adds up," you've got the Sierra for 2003. A 
plethora of minor changes deck out the pickup, which add up to some pretty significant 
enhancements. The Sierra exterior has minimal changes, including the refining of the up 
level exterior mirrors as well as the addition of optional camper mirrors. Inside, the 
instrument panel has been redesigned and now includes a driver information center, while 
the climate control system now features both manual and automatic settings for multiple 
zones. The seats have been redesigned for increased comfort and a DVD system is now 
offered as an option. Drivability improvements include improvements to braking and ABS, 
while the Quadrasteer four-wheel-steering capability has now been extended to 1500 HD 
crew cab models.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  GMC Envoy XL  

  GMC Savana  

  GMC Savana Passenger Van  

  GMC Sierra  



 

  Page 26 
© Copyright 1999 - 2003 Autobytel Inc. 
Pricing shown above is in U.S. dollars and is for U.S. vehicle configurations. Vehicle pricing and information can change without 
notice. For more information about pricing and model year changes, visit www.autobytel.com. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $34,091 - $48,839 
After undergoing a complete redesign two years ago, the GMC Yukon and Yukon XL offer 
several key new features as well as a refined exterior appearance. Many improvements 
mean better handling in the 2003 Yukon. Next generation StabiliTrak, a system which helps 
correct under steer and over steer, is now available, while the brake system has been 
upgraded to provide improved stopping power. GM's Quadsteer four-wheel-steering system 
is also offered on Yukon XL models, reducing the vehicle's turning radius by 20 percent. 
The interior of the Yukon has been redesigned with more comfortable seats, new optional 
second row captain's chairs and reclining seat backs, which can also be folded flat for 
additional cargo space, while tri-zone climate control is standard. New optional comfort and 
convenience features include eight-button steering-wheel controls, Bose audio system, XM 
Satellite Radio and Panasonic DVD system.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  GMC Yukon  

No Significant Changes 
GMC Envoy 

 
MSRP Range:  
$27,875 - $34,810 

GMC Safari 

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,272 - $25,136 

GMC Sonoma 

 
MSRP Range:  
$13,975 - $24,492 
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Honda 
When the dust settles in 2003, Honda will have introduced 5 new models: Civic Si, Civic Hybrid, the Pilot 
sport utility vehicle, the redesigned Accord and the new Element. The newest, the Element, looks like a 
radical milk truck, and will surely be one of the coolest cars on the road. Why? Innovations such as a hard 
flat floor like a pickup, an enclosed rear area like an SUV, side cargo doors that open "out" (commonly 
referred to as suicide doors), and fold-flat rear seats will make the Element popular with Generation Y and 
Generation X -- really, anyone who has stuff to haul on a consistent basis and want to look hip. Element is 
available in two trim levels, the entry DX and the fully loaded EX. The EX models add alloy wheels, ABS, 
air conditioning, cruise control, power mirrors, audio system and more.  

 

    

MSRP Range: $12,810 - $17,060 
For 2003, the Civic gets a number of enhancements intended to improve handling, interior 
comfort, noise and convenience. Interior refinements include upgraded seating surfaces, 
door linings, new rear seat adjustable headrests, a new gauge cluster, and center console 
with armrest and storage. Civics in LX and HX trim receive AM/FM/CD players and a 
manual driver's height adjustment. Alloy wheels are now standard on EX coupe models and 
sedan models receive revised rear taillights. For 2003, Galapagos Green replaces Clover 
Green and Shoreline Mist replaces Titanium Metallic.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $19,550 - $20,550 
Another 03 that's been out since September of 2002, the Civic Hybrid is not only a major 
positive step toward low-emission, high gas mileage car, but a typically smooth and 
dependable Civic. The Civic Hybrid is equipped with a standard 1.3-liter, I4, 85-
horsepower, hybrid engine that gets 46-mpg in the city and 51-mpg on the highway. A 5-
speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard. The Hybrid is also available with a 
variable speed automatic transmission with overdrive.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $19,000 - $19,000 
For 2003, the eminently fun Civic Si hatchback gets a new color. Vivid Blue Pearl replaces 
Euro Yellow, and other additions include green tinted, heat rejecting windows and a new 
key for added security.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Honda Accord 

 

   

MSRP Range: $15,800 - $25,900 
The Accord has been redesigned into a more aggressive stance, with more curves and what 
looks to be a slightly lower center of gravity. Chassis features include enhanced steering, 
suspension, standard anti-lock brakes (ABS) on all models, larger wheel and tire packages 
and the addition of a new traction control system (on V6 models). Engine choices range 
from a new 2.4 liter 4-cylinder to a new 6-speed manual for the EX V6 coupe. There's also 
enhanced audio and climate control, dual-stage front air bags and optional side curtain air 
bags.  

  Honda Civic  

  Honda Civic Hybrid  

  Honda Civic Si  
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MSRP Range: $18,800 - $21,500 
2003 changes include a wider center pocket for CD cases, and rear grab rails now have coat 
hooks.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $26,900 - $30,520 
Is it the Ultimate Family Hauler? If not, it's close. This 4-door, 8-passenger sport-utility 
features a smooth ride, theater-style seating and three rows. Available in 3 trims from the 
entry LX to the luxury EX-L, all come with a standard 3.5-liter, V6, 240-horsepower engine 
that gets 17-mpg in the city and 22-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed automatic transmission 
with overdrive is standard. Pricing begins at around $27,000 (unlikely to get one at this 
price) and goes up. Call your local Honda dealer and ask them to put your name on the list.  

 

Hummer 
Hummer, long known as the beast on the streets, has introduced a slightly tamer, more people-friendly version of 
their SUV: the H2. Built based on a GM truck/SUV design, the H2 is smaller than the H1, but fits more people, 
has a sexier look...and isn't quite so wide. Initial reviews indicate that the H2 has a milder ride, but can still climb 
a boulder or two. Sales for the H1, meanwhile, have steadily declined -- perhaps a special 10th Anniversary 
Edition will perk interest, but look for the H2 to dominate sales.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $93,650 - $104,803 
A 10th Anniversary Edition will roll in 2003, with a special desert-motif paint job. Hoah! 
 
 
 

    

MSRP Range: $48,065 - $48,065 
The 2003 H2 seems to have it all -- a complete package of off-road capability, in-cabin comfort 
and technological advancements from chassis to tranny to its rearview mirror. Wrapped in a skin 
that is undeniably Hummer, this new SUV offers the cache of 4x4 without the rough-and-tumble 
experience of many safari-mobiles. Under the hood, H2's technology makes it a super-SUV. A 
GM Vortec 6000 6.0-liter V8 delivers 316 hp at 5,200 rpm and 360 lb.-ft. or torque at 4,000 rpm. 
Mated to a four-speed automatic transmission, the motor is supported by an all-new, driver-
selected, electrically controlled, full-time four-wheel drive system.. 
 

  Honda CR-V  

  Honda Pilot  

No Significant Changes 
Honda Insight 

 
MSRP Range:  
$19,080 - $21,280 

Honda Odyssey 

 
MSRP Range:  
$24,250 - $28,250 

Honda S2000 

 
MSRP Range:  
$32,400 - $32,400 
 

  Hummer H1  

  Hummer H2  
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Hyundai 
Two words sum up 2003 for Hyundai: Tiburon transformation. The success of the sporty new coupe not 
only reflects Hyundai's increasing sales figures, but also its emergence as a sophisticated brand. Along 
with the popular Santa Fe SUV and other members of its line-up, Hyundai is poised to continue piling up 
successful seasons.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $8,999 - $10,649 
Hyundai's most affordable vehicle is completely redesigned, with a new grille, hood and 
headlights as the most notable exterior changes. Engine size has also been enhanced, up to a 
1.6 liter 4 cylinder power plant.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $12,499 - $13,999 
A four-door GT sedan will be introduced for 2003 as the Elantra GT, and will feature more 
"sport" performance enhancements than the hatchback. These improvements include a 
stiffer suspension, leather seat surfaces and fog lights. The GT will have the same engine as 
the regular Elantra.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $17,199 - $23,299 
Side air bags were introduced as an option in mid-year 2002. No significant changes are 
planned for 2003.  
 

    

MSRP Range: $15,999 - $17,999 
Available since mid-year 2002, the 2-door, 4-passenger sports coupe features a standard 2.0-
liter, 134-horsepower engine that achieves 23-mpg in the city and 31-mpg on the highway. 
A 5-speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard. The GT V6 -- the one to get if 
the Tiburon is on your short list -- is equipped with a standard 2.7-liter, V6, 170-horsepower 
engine that does 19-mpg in the city and 26-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed manual 
transmission with overdrive is standard, and a 6-speed manual transmission with overdrive 
are optional. Pricing: $19,000 up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Hyundai Accent  

  Hyundai Elantra  

  Hyundai Santa Fe  

  Hyundai Tiburon  

No Significant Changes 
Hyundai Sonata 

 
MSRP Range:  
$15,499 - $18,324 

 Hyundai XG350 

 
MSRP Range:  
$23,999 - $25,599 
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Infiniti 
Talk about changing your model line-up. Infiniti is practically debuting a new line-up for 2003. Infiniti's 
accelerated pace of new product introductions, which kicked off last year with the all-new 2002 Q45 and refined, 
more powerful 2002 I35, continues at full speed in the 2003 model year. Following the spring debut of the new 
G35 sport sedan will be the new M45 performance sedan in early October and the G35 sport coupe in November. 
The new FX45 luxury crossover vehicle is scheduled to go on sale in early 2003.  
 

Infiniti M45 
Infiniti's all-new M45 is a performance sedan designed with a luxury appeal. Priced at 
around $42,300, the M45 is for drivers who aren't quite ready to give up power and 
handling for high-end items such as Intelligent Cruise Control and Voice Recognition. 
Built to compete with cars like the Jaguar S-Type and BMW 530i, the M45 comes with a 
4.5-liter V8 engine producing 340 horsepower leads the way, controlled by a standard 5-

speed automatic transmission with manual shift mode. Standard features include xenon headlamps, dual-zone 
automatic temperature controls, Vehicle Information System with over-sized LCD screen, Vehicle Dynamic 
Control (VDC), "Sojourner" Luxury Leather seating surfaces and Bose® premium audio system. The 2003 M45 
will be offered in a variety of equipment packages: Comfort and Convenience, Technology and Premium 
packages. The Comfort and Convenience package includes memory seats, electrochromic mirrors, heated outside 
mirrors, reverse tilt down mirror, HomeLink™ Universal Transceiver, full-size spare and direct reading tire 
pressure monitor. The fully loaded Technology Package comes with the Infiniti Navigation System, upgraded 
LCD display screen and Intelligent Cruise Control, which employs lasers to sense vehicles ahead and adjust speed. 
The Premium Package includes climate control seats, sunroof and Infiniti Voice Recognition. Priced at around 
$42,300. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $27,100 - $28,950 
Designed to compete with its German counterparts, the BMW 3-Series, Audi A4 and 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class, the 2003 Infiniti G35 -- a 4-door, 5-passenger sports sedan -- is a 
new kid likely to shake things up in this neighborhood of big boys. It's certainly no slouch 
on the street: the G35 is full of punch and sticks to the pavement quite nicely even on the 
sharpest curves. The new four-wheel independent multi-link suspension uses two separate 
lower links and a long upper link in the front. The G35 comes with a standard 3.5-liter, V6, 
260-horsepower engine that gets 19-mpg in the city and 24-mpg on the highway. A 5-speed 
automatic transmission with overdrive is standard. Infiniti G35 sedan prices start at $27,500.  
 
Infiniti G35 Coupe 
Designed from the ground up on the racing-inspired FM (Front Mid-ship) platform, the new 
2003 Infiniti G35 Sport Coupe offers all of the advanced technology, leading-edge design 
and luxury amenities of the recently introduced Infiniti G35 Sport Sedan but in a stylish, 
two-door body. The G35 Sport Coupe features standard features, including a 280 
horsepower 3.5-liter DOHC V6 mated to a choice of a 6-speed manual transmission or 5-
speed electronically controlled automatic with manual shift mode. Inside, the G35 Sport 
Coupe offers the expected levels of Infiniti premium available amenities, ranging from 
ultra-soft leather-appointed seats and Bose® premium audio system to a DVD-type Infiniti 
Navigation System. The Infiniti G35 Sport Coupe goes on sale in November 2002, with a 
base MSRP of $29,100.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $50,500  
Though it was redesigned for 2002, the Q45 received significant upgrades in 2003. Exterior 
improvements include a redesigned grille and headlight treatment. On the inside, it’s more 
comfortable than ever – with standard heated seats and other luxury refinements. 

 

  Infiniti G35  

  Infiniti Q45  
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MSRP Range: $34,150 - $35,550 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  

 

   
MSRP Range: $28,750 - $28,750 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  

Isuzu 
Isuzu is all SUVs, all the time -- but despite the popularity of these multi-purpose vehicles, Isuzu sales have 
been sinking. The Axiom, which debuted in 2002, was a daring design that didn't seem to strike a chord with 
buyers. Isuzu will try again with the Ascender, which is built on the same platform as GM's Big Three new 
SUVs -- TrailBlazer, Envoy and Bravada.  
 
Isuzu Ascender 
The Ascender is slightly larger than a mid-sized SUV, and is based on the same platform as the three-row 
Chevrolet TrailBlazer EXT—and built at the same Ohio assembly plant. With a 129-inch wheelbase, a 275-
horsepower in-line six running through an on-demand four-wheel-drive system, the Ascender will launch late 
this year as a 2003 model. An optional 285-horsepower V-8 will be available as well. Isuzu announced the 
SUV would carry a 10-year/120,000-mile limited power train warranty, the longest in the industry. With the 
Japanese brand posting substantial losses, many analysts fear Isuzu’s U.S. partner, General Motors, may soon 
pull the plug on the brand and leave what’s left of the company to focus on building diesel engines, one of its 
few profitable business operations. MSRP is $26,649. 
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $26,535 - $31,335 
The most significant change to the Axiom is...another Axiom, an entry-level version. Other 
changes are minor cosmetic changes, such as the addition of a spoiler.  

 

   
MSRP Range: $16,100 - $22,045 
The Isuzu Rodeo Sport gets, among other minor changes, a restyled front end and a new 
instrument panel.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,380 - $31,730 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  
 
 
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $28,105 - $36,660 
Ascender replaces the Trooper.  

  Infiniti QX4  

  Infiniti I35  

  Isuzu Axiom  

  Isuzu Rodeo Sport  

  Isuzu Rodeo  

  Isuzu Trooper  
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Jaguar 
You'd never be able to tell that Jaguar is a member of the Ford family. For the most part, the look and feel 
of a Jaguar vehicle has been uncompromised. Indeed, Ford's influence on the luxury automaker is felt 
mostly on the quality side: where Jaguars were once thought of as nice but unreliable, Ford has managed to 
turn that perception around. Time will tell if they’ll have success with the 2002 X-Type, a moderately 
priced luxury car. For 2003, Jaguar will release an improved the S-Type, along with enhancements to the 
XK8 and XKR. The big news will come in 2004, with the introduction of the redesigned XJ saloon, 
Jaguar's new flagship.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $41,850 - $61,755 
The S-Type gets redesigned for 2003. Changes include a 4.2-liter V8, 400 horsepower S-
TYPE R and a new five-speed manual transmission for the 3.0-liter V6 model. All 
models feature a completely redesigned interior with optional touch-screen display and an 
enhanced occupant safety system. There's also an all-new front suspension and revised 
rear suspension that engineers hope will deliver improved ride comfort and handling.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $69,330 - $97,330 
The 2003 XK has been revised with subtle styling changes and a larger, more powerful 
4.2-litre V8 engine and a six-speed automatic transmission. Other changes include 
enhanced electronic and other safety, comfort and drivability changes.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $29,305 - $36,305 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $56,330 - $78,030 
No significant changes are planned for 2003, in anticipation of an all-new XJ to debut in 
2004.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Jaguar S-Type  

  Jaguar XK  

  Jaguar X-Type  

  Jaguar XJ  
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Jeep 
At the onset of 2002, Jeep was poised to reinvigorate sales with the Liberty, the sexy replacement to the Cherokee. 
Something happened along the way, and the Liberty ended up a bit lost beneath the weight of competing new or 
redesigned mid-to-small SUVs. For 2003, it seems that Jeep will take a step back and make improvements to the 
Liberty and its flagship vehicle, the Wrangler.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $25,790 - $37,270 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $16,885 - $23,245 
Minor changes for 2003 include four-wheel disc brakes, optional six-CD changer and 
electrochromatic mirrors. Jeep made a major change to the Liberty in 2002, when they 
lowered the vehicle one inch, reportedly to improve the ride. The change did, however, 
occur after AutoWeek Magazine rolled a test vehicle.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $15,305 - $23,650 
Changes in 2002 included a new X model, featuring a 4.0-liter 190 horsepower engine. For 
2003, the Wrangler lineup adds to its off-road reputation with the Wrangler Rubicon. This 
limited edition vehicle includes features like a dash-mounted switch to lock the rear axle 
and 31-inch tires on 16-inch wheels.  

Kia 
Last year, it was the Sedona -- a successful debut of Kia's affordable minivan. This year, Kia will introduce the 
Sorrento, a mid-sized SUV that has more power and size than the departed Sportage. Seems like Hyundai's 
acquisition of Kia has spurred product development. Or perhaps it's the reaction to their new vehicles -- Kia 
sales were up almost 40% last year, and with a new SUV on the road in 2003, they're poised to keep the 
momentum going.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $9,095 - $10,385 
The "lowest-priced car in America" gets significant improvements in 2003, including a new and 
more powerful 1.6-liter four-cylinder engine. Also new is the front and rear-end styling.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $14,645 - $18,220 
The Sportage takes a sabbatical, as the Sorrento will be introduced in 2003. Look for a new 
Sportage in 2004.  
 

  Jeep Grand Cherokee  

  Jeep Liberty  

  Jeep Wrangler  

  Kia Rio  

  Kia Sportage  

No Significant Changes 
Kia Optima 

 
MSRP Range:  
$14,899 - $18,849 

Kia Sedona 

 
MSRP Range:  
$18,995 - $20,995 

Kia Spectra 

 
MSRP Range:  
$10,995 - $13,595 
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Land Rover 
The big news coming out of Land Rover is the new Range Rover, a fully redesigned luxury SUV with permanent 
off-road capability. During mid-2004, there should also be a sport version of the Freelander, a mid-priced SUV that 
debuted last year. Since taking over Land Rover, Ford has stayed true to the brand's unique character, while 
smoothing out the ride and building vehicles such as the Freelander, which has a more mass-market appeal.   

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $33,350 - $37,150 
For 2003, the Discovery gets the 4.6-liter, 217hp, Land Rover V8 used in the 2002 Range 
Rover. A restyled front-end appearance, and many other engineering refinements, reportedly 
improve the Discovery's responsiveness. A DVD player is also newly available in the S and 
SE versions. EPA rating is 12 city, 16 highway.  

 

   
MSRP Range: $24,975 - $31,575 
No significant changes are planned for 2003, but look for a sport version in the near future 

 
   

MSRP Range: $68,000 - $68,000 
Launched in June, the 282hp, 4.4-liter SUV is only the third all-new Range Rover in 32 
years. A permanent four-wheel drive, the Range Rover has a five-speed CommandShift 
automatic transmission and a host of electronic traction aids, including Dynamic Stability 
Control. Especially noteworthy is its height-adjustable, independent air suspension. EPA is 
12 City, 17 Highway. MSRP as of September 15 is $71,200.  
 

Lexus 
The beat continues for Lexus. After launching three new vehicles in 2002 -- the SC 430, the redesigned ES 
300 and the IS 300 SportCross -- Lexus will try to keep booming sales alive with a new luxury SUV, the 
Lexus GX 470, and a redesigned 2004 RX. 
 
Lexus GX 470 
Because we really need more luxury SUVs, Lexus will debut the GX 470, a five-passenger luxury sport-
utility vehicle (eight-passenger with optional third row seating). This one is certainly worth a long look, with 
a welded-steel body on box-section ladder frame and a manageable length of 188.2 inches. The GX 470 
comes with a 4.7-liter, four-cam, 32-valve 90° V8 engine. It's a Certified Low-Emission Vehicle (LEV) that 
churns 235 horsepower @ 4,800 rpm, and 320 lb-ft torque @ 3,400 rpm. Exterior features include tinted front 
glass with UV protection, water-repellent front-door glass and available rain sensing, intermittent front 
wipers. GX 4370 pricing should be between $45,000 to $50,000.  
 

    

MSRP Range: $31,505 - $31,505 
For 2003, the entry-luxury Lexus sedan offers new optional power-adjustable 
accelerator/brake pedals. Closely aligned with the LS 430 flagship model, the ES will 
use more sound absorption technology than sound insulation, in order to give the ES 
300 a quieter cabin. The Lexus Vehicle Skid Control (VSC) system, which 
incorporates Brake Assist, is available as an option. Another option, Adaptive Variable 
Suspension (AVS), is also available. A Mark Levinson audio system is available by 
itself or in a package with a DVD-based Lexus Navigation System.  

  Land Rover Discovery  

  Land Rover Freelander  

  Land Rover Range Rover  

  Lexus ES  
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MSRP Range: $38,605 - $47,405 
For 2003, both GS models gain additional standard equipment, including dual-zone 
automatic climate control, 10-way power leather-trimmed front seats and one-touch 
up/down power windows. GS models will also be offered in new colors.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $29,435 - $30,805 
Except for new optional wheel packages, there are no significant changes planned for 
2003. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $54,405 - $54,405 
For 2003, 17-inch wheels are now standard, and the front climate control seats and 
Intuitive Parking Assist features are now available as stand-alone options. Base cars 
ordered with the climate control front seats now feature perforated leather-trimmed 
interior.  

 
   

MSRP Range: $61,855 - $61,855 
Mechanical enhancements for 2003 include a 5-hp power increase, a new 5-speed 
electronic automatic transmission, Electronic Brake force Distribution (EBD), a new 
steering system and 18-inch wheels. Front and rear styling has been freshened, and 
Lexus has added safety and luxury features. A new optional Night View system uses 
near-infrared technology to provide natural images of obstacles that are out of low-
beam range. A new rear seat DVD entertainment system is available as an option. The 
new Variable Gear Ratio Steering system improves maneuverability at low-speeds and 
road feel at highway speeds. 
 

    

MSRP Range: $33,955 - $35,705 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. The 2004 model has been redesigned, 
however, and will be available in the fall of 2003. Features include a 3.3-liter V6 
engine makes 230 horsepower; 10 more than the 3.0-liter V6 it replaces. Luxury 
accoutrements uncommon for the class, such as an adaptive front lighting system 
(AFS) that helps illuminate dark turns, an adaptive laser cruise control system, and a 
reversing camera to help see behind the vehicle when backing up, are available on the 
RX330.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $61,055 - $61,055 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  Lexus GS  

  Lexus IS  

  Lexus LS  

  Lexus LX  

  Lexus RX  

  Lexus SC  
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Lincoln 
While some automakers are putting forth efforts to differentiate each if its products from one another, Lincoln is 
instead focusing on just the opposite. Over the last few years, its products had grown vastly apart---almost to the 
point that they no longer seemed like they were related, so Lincoln product planners set about to create a "driving 
DNA" for the brand. The results begin with the 2003 models, which have been re-engineered to have similar 
characteristics in ride, handling and drivability that differentiate them from its European and Japanese counterparts.  
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $39,255 - $45,125 
The mid-size luxury sport-ute is the newest model in Lincoln's 2003 line-up. Echoing the 
styling of its big brother, Navigator, the Aviator utilizes the signature front fascia---chromed 
Lincoln grille with dark vanes, clear-lens, quad-beam halogen headlamps and circular fog 
lamps located within the front bumper. The rear lift gate is designed in two pieces with flip-
up rear glass for adding cargo without putting down the tailgate. Inside, Aviator is powered 
by an all-aluminum 4.6-liter V-8 engine that produces 302 horsepower and 300 ft.-lb. of 
torque and has a maximum towing capacity of 7,300 pounds. Four-wheel independent 
suspension, four-wheel disc brakes and variable-assist rack-and-pinion steering round out 
the package.   

 

   

MSRP Range: $51,785 - $51,785 
Lincoln has ended production of the Blackwood. There will be no 2003 models.  
 
 
 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $38,185 - $39,895 
Lincoln has ended production of the Continental. There will be no 2003 models. 
 
 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $33,320 - $40,645 
Engineers worked on the engine and chassis of the 2003 LS in an effort to give bring it 
more in line with the brand's new direction. The base 3.0-liter V-6 engine now produces 232 
horsepower and 220 ft.-lb. of torque, an increase of 12 horsepower and five lb.-ft., through 
the use of variable valve timing, improved variable-length intake runners and electronic 
throttle control. The 3.9-liter V-8 has been re-engineered in a similar fashion to now 
produce 280 horsepower and 286 lb.-ft. of torque. Chassis improvements include speed-
sensitive rack-and-pinion steering, multiple suspension changes to provide better handling 
and a variety of measures to reduce noise, vibration and harshness. New interior options 
include DVD navigation, THX audio system, heated and cooled front seats and heated rear 
seats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Lincoln Aviator  

  Lincoln Blackwood  

  Lincoln Continental  

  Lincoln LS  
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MSRP Range: $44,590 - $48,340 
The Navigator is redesigned for the 2003 model year, featuring an all-new exterior, 
interior and chassis. All the body panels except for the roof and front doors are new 
and includes a new lower bumper beam, designed to improve car-to-truck 
compatibility in a collision. Air suspension lowers the vehicle one inch when the 
engine is off and power running boards, which extend from the rocker panel when a 
door is opened, are optional.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $40,170 - $49,235 
Refined is the key word for the 2003 Town Car whose exterior changes include the 
return of the stand-up "star" hood ornament, a reworked grille and streamlined rear 
end. Quad-beam halogen headlamps are 60-percent brighter than the previous year's 
dual-beam design.  

Mazda 
When you think about Mazda, think sporty -- because that's what they build. Sporty vehicles -- even the 
minivan is sporty, at least in comparison with its peers. And if you like zippy cars, Mazda will make you 
happy in 2003, with the introduction of the "6", the incredible new RX-8, and a hyper MazdaSpeed Protege. 
The RX-8 will debut in 2003 as a 2004 model. 

 

 
 

MSRP Range: $18,530 - $21,100 
Mazda has replaced the slow-selling 626 with the 6, a much-ballyhooed mid-sized 
sedan. Attractive and stylish, the 6 is built on an all-new platform and newly 
designed front & rear suspension system -- high-mounted double-wishbone front 
suspension and Mazda-patented E-type multi-link rear suspension. It's powered by 
an aluminum V6 3.0-liter DOHC S-VT (Sequential Valve Timing) engine that 
features a lightweight, high-rigidity aluminum block and good power: the engine's 
estimated output is 218 horsepower. The engine also meets the ULEV (Ultra Low 
Emission Vehicle) standard for the US. Pricing is between $18,000 and $21,000 

 
   

MSRP Range: $19,980  
The Mazdaspeed Protégé features a variety of enhancements, including a stiffened 
chassis, oversized brakes, a short-throw, five-speed stick and a limited-slip differential. 
But the heart of the car is its 170-horsepower, 2.0-liter, 16-valve in-line four. Pumping up 
the pony count is a Garrett turbocharger engineered for the package by Callaway Cars. 
Calloway has, over the years, earned a reputation for beefing up a variety of Detroit cars, 
such as the tire-spinning Callaway Corvette.  

 

 
 

MSRP Range: $21,605 - $24,385 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. A special edition Miata will be released.  
 

  Mazda Protegé5  

 
MSRP Range:  
$16,455 - $16,455 

Mazda MPV  

 
MSRP Range:  
$22,250 - $27,192 

  Mazda Protegé  

 
MSRP Range:  
$13,075 - $15,700 

Mazda 4x2  

 
MSRP Range:  
$12,840 - $15,670 

Mazda Tribute  

 
MSRP Range:  
$18,155 - $23,915 

  Lincoln Navigator  

  Lincoln Town Car  

  Mazda6  

  Mazda MAZDASPEED Protegé  

  Mazda Miata  

No Significant Changes 
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Mercedes-Benz 
Mercedes-Benz, the luxury division of DaimlerChrysler, is on track for its best sales years ever and is likely to set 
a new sales record even without factoring in the expected jump when its redesigned CLK- and E-Class vehicles 
are introduced later this year as 2003 models. Also on the horizon is the launch of a new brand, the Maybach, an 
ultra-luxury brand in the $250,000-plus-price range that will be sold at select Mercedes-Benz dealers beginning in 
2003. It’s business as usual in Stuttgart, Germany at Mercedes-Benz headquarters and the company continues to 
build the cars known for their superb quality and state-of-the art technology.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $24,950 - $49,900 
The C320 sport wagon has already joined the lineup as did a new C32 AMG sedan. 
Changes to the C320 sport coupe include a V-6 engine, a sport-tuned suspension and other 
features.C-Class changes for 2002: The C-Class family expands with three new models for 
2002. Those in the market for a luxury wagon will drool over the new C320 wagon, which 
has the same basic dimensions of its sedan counterpart, but features an extended roofline, 
increasing cargo carrying capacity to 63.6 cubic feet with the rear seats folded. The new 
C230 sport coupe is powered by a 192 horsepower, 2.3-liter engine paired with either a six-
speed manual or TouchShift automatic transmission. Finally, the C32 AMG model offers a 
3.2-liter supercharged and intercooled V6 as well as upgraded upholstery, suspension, 
brakes and the new AMG SportShift transmission.  
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $90,750 - $118,950 
The CL gets two new engines -- the supercharged V-8s in the CL55 AMG and the V-12 in 
the CL600. For 2003, three versions of the CL-Class coupe are available. The CL500 has a 
302-hp, 5.0-liter V-8 engine, the CL600 has the new 493-hp, 6.0-liter V-12 and the CL55 
AMG has a 5.5-liter V-8. All use a five-speed-automatic transmission. 

 
 

 
 

   

MSRP Range: $42,550 - $79,000 
The CLK has been redesigned for 2003. Changes include no B-Pillar, a taller posture with 
more weight on the road. A redesigned cabriolet version has also been added to the line-up. 
 
 
  

    

MSRP Range: $46,950 - $54,850 
A new 2003 E-Class hit the road mid-year 2002. Enhancements include a new-look front 
and rear, revised and spacious interior. Mechanically, the new E has improved brake 
control, air suspension and a five-speed automatic. Sedans are equipped with Sensotronic 
brake control, a five-speed-automatic transmission and “Airmatic” air suspension – standard 
on the E500. The E320 is powered by a 215-hp V-6 engine. Styling changes include a lower 
front end, redesigned trunk and a new front console. Sport option packages are available for 
each sedan. 

 
 

  Mercedes-Benz C  

  Mercedes-Benz CL  

  Mercedes-Benz CLK  

  Mercedes-Benz E  
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MSRP Range: $72,500 - $72,500 
A limited-edition G55 AMG (349-hp, 5.5-liter V-8 engine) debuts for 2003. New in 2002, 
the G is slightly larger than the popular M-Class sport-ute, the G-Wagon, as it is 
affectionately known, combines the utmost luxury with serious off-road capabilities, 
climbing 36-degree grades and remaining stable on 24-degree lateral slopes. Powered by a 
292-horsepower, 5.0-liter V-8 engine (the same engine as the S-Class sedan), the G500 
features a five-speed adaptive shift automatic transmission and a full-time four-wheel-drive 
system with low-range shift-on-the-fly capability. Front, center and rear differentials all 
have locking capability for serious off-road driving, while Mercedes' traction and stability 
control systems will assist drivers in both on- and off-road conditions.   

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $36,300 - $65,900 
A larger V-6 engine was introduced with the M350, to replace the M320. Additional 
changes include a new DVD navigation system. 
2002 changes: The M-Class was sent to beauty school for a makeover, giving it both a new 
look as well as more power. Some minor changes to the sheet metal, including redesigned 
front and rear bumpers, tailgate and front and rear lights give it a more aggressive look. 
Inside, the center console, with Burl Walnut trim, as well as refined climate controls have 
both been redesigned. Additionally, standard side curtain airbags, which deploy from the 
ceiling, protect both front and rear seat passengers in the event of a collision. Finally, the 
ML 500 replaces the ML 430 and is equipped with a 5.0-liter V-8 engine with 288 
horsepower and 325 lb.-ft. of torque at 2,700 rpm.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $71,850 - $115,200 
Like the CL, the S gets new engines. Additional changes include a “Pre-Safe” all-wheel-
drive system designed to adjust the seats to the safest position and activate the seat belt 
tensioners prior to the moment of impact.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $83,800 - $128,950 
Is the wait worth it? After more than a decade with the same old SL, Mercedes-Benz fans 
get a new one for 2003. The redesigned SL500 went on sale early in 2002 as a 2003 model. 
Changes include a hardtop that's retractable, a new look and the new Sensotronic Brake 
Control system. The Sensotronic Brake Control system is electronically controlled and 
adjusts brake pressure to the four wheels. Sensotronic can adjust to wet conditions and react 
to emergencies. And that’s not all for the SL: The SL55 AMG, on sale in mid-2002, is a 
five-speed-automatic transmission with SpeedShift buttons on the steering wheel, racing-
inspired brakes and a supercharged V-8. Also new is a SL600 convertible with a bi-turbo V-
12 engine was unveiled at the North American International Auto Show last year. It will go 
on sale as a 2004 model. 

    

MSRP Range: $39,400 - $54,900 
No significant changes were made in 2003. Changes in 2002: the addition of the SLK32 
AMG. The 349 horsepower coupe and roadster features a six-speed manual transmission or 
the newly engineered, five-speed automatic SpeedShift transmission, which shifts 35 
percent quicker than the base automatic. A new sport package inspired by the design of the 
SLK32 AMG is now offered on both the SLK 230 Kompressor and the SLK 320, which 
includes a new front air dam, rocker panels and rear valance. 
 

  Mercedes-Benz G  

  Mercedes-Benz M  

  Mercedes-Benz S  

 Mercedes-Benz SL  

  Mercedes-Benz SLK  
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Mercury 
You could say that Mercury is in a state of metamorphosis, with the goal of transforming itself into a brand that 
has much wider appeal to the American buying population. Sales of Mercury vehicles have been steadily 
declining since its most recent peak (in 1993) of 483,845 units to 311,787 units in 2001. For 2002, it appears 
that sales will be down at least another 15 percent, perhaps more, when the final tally for the year is logged. 
Among the tough decisions for the 2003 model year were the cancellation of the Villager and Cougar, to be 
replaced with another minivan and sedan in 2004 and 2005 respectively. Signs of Mercury's transformation can 
already been seen however for the 2003 model year with the introduction of the all-new Marauder, Monterey 
minivan and a made-over Grand Marquis, as detailed below.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $16,520 - $19,920 
Mercury has stopped production of the Cougar. 
  

 

    

MSRP Range: $23,820 - $28,800 
Inside and out, Mercury's best-selling nameplate, the Grand Marquis, has received 
significant enhancements for 2003. The exterior features a new grille and front fascia 
as well as new headlamps, parking lamps, integrated cornering lamps and wheels. 
Underneath, a new frame, suspension and steering system improve ride and handling as 
well as safety. The long list of changes has resulted in improved tracking at highway 
speeds, better steering response on rough roads and when cornering, reduced body roll 
and improved braking ability (with brake assist) under emergency braking conditions. 
  

    

MSRP Range: $33,790 - $33,790 
The all-new Marauder was in demand even before it arrived in showrooms, with 
dealers taking over 5,000 orders from customers for the performance sedan. Inspired 
by the 1960s muscle car of the same name, the 2003 Mercury Marauder comes in high-
gloss black with 18-inch wheels and grayed-out areas on the front fascia and tail lamps. 
The interior features rich dark charcoal leather with modern gray trim that echoes the 
look of carbon fiber. Among the interior amenities are eight-way power front seats, 
which feature unique French seam stitching inspired by the original Marauder.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $28,950 - $30,950 
Redesigned in 2002, the Mercury Mountaineer receives minimal changes for 2003 
bringing it slightly more upscale. Leather seating surfaces, running boards and an audio 
system with in-dash, six-disc CD are now offered at no charge on the Luxury and 
Premier models, while new options include rear seat DVD entertainment system and a 
new security packages with a reverse sensing system and the Safety Canopy system, 
which uses multiple sensors to deploy large, side-curtain airbags that can remain 
inflated for several seconds to protect during a roll-over. New standard equipment on 
all Mountaineers includes power adjustable pedals, driver-side keyless entry keypad, 
compass and outside temperature display, automatic on/delay off auto lamp and 
security approach lamp, dual power heated mirrors and dual illuminated vanity mirrors. 
 
 
 

 Mercury Cougar  

  Mercury Grand Marquis  

  Mercury Marauder  

  Mercury Mountaineer  
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MSRP Range: $20,020 - $23,560 
The mid-size Mercury Sable, available in both sedan and wagon forms, received a few 
minor changes for 2003 primarily focusing on the interior. All Sables now have new 
interior fabrics, including a new pattern on the two-tone fabric as well as optional 
milled pebble leather. For convenience features, all Sables now have power windows, 
locks and a tilt steering wheel as standard equipment. Of note is the debut of the 
platinum edition, which includes exclusive satin aluminum alloy wheels, a satin 
aluminum grille spear, deck lid appliqué and Platinum edition fender badging for a 
slightly upscale look. Buyers will find the 2003 Sable significantly quieter than 
previous generations due to changes that reduce exterior noise and wind leaks in the 
cabin.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $19,340 - $27,340 
Mercury has stopped production of the Villager.  
 
 
 
 
 

MINI 
Considering that MINI is new and also hugely popular, it would be silly to make changes. The MINI Cooper 
and Cooper S, introduced as a mid-year 2002, will remain the same through the 2003 model year. Rumors of an 
additional vehicle added to the MINI line around 04 or 05 swirl, however – spy shots indicate that it will be a 
convertible.  
 
Reincarnated by BMW, MINIs are built in a brand new plant located in Oxford, England. Twenty-five thousand 
of the 100,000 or so Minis built will be sent to the United States. The waiting list is sure to be at least that long.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $16,300 - $19,300 
No significant changes are planned for the MINI Cooper or the MINI Cooper S.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Mercury Sable  

  Mercury Villager  

  MINI Cooper  
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Mitsubishi 
Mitsubishi seems to be bent on attracting younger buyers, and so far they've done a good job of doing it. Next 
year should be no different, with the debut of the Outlander, an attractively-styled lower-priced SUV, the 
Endeavor, and the soon-to-come Lancer EVO, Mitsubishi's answer to Subaru's WRX. It will be interesting to 
see if Mitsubishi sales continue their ascent, considering the renewed interest in the youth market from Toyota 
(Scion brand) and Honda (Element, Civic Si). Zero down and no payment for two years should certainly help 
move cars off lots.   

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,087 - $21,147 
The Eclipse and the Eclipse Spyder get restyled for 2003, with a new front, redesigned 
headlights and tail lights. The GTS equipment package is also new, and features a V-6 
engine that churns up to 210 horsepower. Side impact air bags are also included in the 
GTS package.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $23,617 - $25,597 
The Eclipse and the Eclipse Spyder get restyled for 2003, with a new front, redesigned 
headlights and tail lights. The GTS equipment package is also new, and features a V-6 
engine that churns up to 210 horsepower. Side impact air bags are also included in the 
GTS package.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $13,947 - $15,947 
No changes are planned for the regular Lancer, but the news here is of the rally-ing 
sort: Mitsubishi will soon debut the Lancer Evolution, a Subaru WRX fighter derived 
from Mitsubishi's successful rally racer. The Evo will have a 252 horsepower 4-
cylinder engine.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $31,787 - $35,897 
Along with subtle exterior design changes to the front end and lights, the Montero gets 
a new 3.8-liter V-6 engine with a drive-by-wire system for 2003.  

 

  Mitsubishi Diamante  

 
MSRP Range:  
$25,687 - $28,447 

Mitsubishi Galant  

 
MSRP Range:  
$17,707 - $24,157 
 

Mitsubishi Montero Sport  

 
MSRP Range:  
$22,777 - $32,887 

  Mitsubishi Eclipse  

  Mitsubishi Eclipse Spyder  

  Mitsubishi Lancer  

  Mitsubishi Montero  

No Significant Changes 
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Nissan 
Since the debut of last year's new Altima, Nissan has been aggressively re-energizing its image through exciting new 
vehicles. From the Altima to this year's 350Z and Murano SUV, Nissan has reshaped itself as a powerful and hip 
force in the automotive world. Coming up later in 2003 and 2004 are still more changes, including a full-size truck, a 
350Z convertible and a redesigned Quest minivan. This year's immediate debuts include the 350Z and the Murano. 
In June, look for a 350Z Roadster, priced at around $35,000. 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $26,269 - $34,079 
Few cars enter this world with as much anticipation as the new Nissan 350Z. Fewer 
still live up to the expectations as the 350Z has -- from inside to outside. Nissan's 
affordable sports car has zippy power, great torque and superb handling. The interior is 
a bit austere, but you won't buy this for plush seats and cupboards -- this 2-door, 2-
passenger sports coupe is all about performance. Available in 5 trims, ranging from the 
Coupe to the Track, the Z is equipped with a standard 3.5-liter, V6, 287-horsepower 
engine that gets 20-mpg in the city and 26-mpg on the highway. A 6-speed manual 
transmission with overdrive is standard. The Nissan 350Z is priced starting under 
$30,000, but good luck getting it for MSRP. Call your dealer and get on the waiting 
list.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $16,649 - $22,649 
For 2003, several minor enhancements have been made to the interior, including new 
charcoal seat fabric, padded cloth front center armrest cover (leather on leather-
equipped vehicles), and bright titanium interior accent colors for all models. On the 2.5 
SL, front seats will be heated along with the outside mirrors.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $12,799 - $26,549 
Nissan will introduce a host of enhancements in 2003, including a power-operated 
retractable roof, available Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC) and a tire pressure 
monitoring system. Other changes include the addition of 10 horsepower to all 
normally aspirated V-6 models.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $24,699 - $27,099 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. Look for a new Maxima in 2004.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $26,649 - $31,499 
The Pathfinder receives only minor changes in 2003, including the addition of satellite 
radio and a new four-spoke steering wheel.  
 
 
 
 

 

  Nissan 350Z  

  Nissan Altima  

  Nissan Frontier  

  Nissan Maxima  

  Nissan Pathfinder  
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MSRP Range: $22,739 - $27,149 
The Quest is not a part of Nissan's line up this year. Look for a new Quest in the fall 
of 2003. 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $11,999 - $13,949 
For the 2003 model year, Nissan introduces the Sentra 2.5 Limited Edition Model. In 
addition, all 1.8-liter engine-equipped Sentra XE and GXE models sold with 
California emission specifications offer zero evaporative emissions and meet SULEV 
(Super Ultra Low Emission Vehicles) standards. 

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $16,199 - $17,199 
The Sentra SE-R receives minor changes in 2003, including a new power steering ratio 
and a close-ratio six-speed manual transmission.  

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $17,999 - $26,499 
For 2003, all 3.3-liter normally aspirated V6-equipped Xterra models receive an 
additional 10 horsepower (an increase to 180 hp) and two additional lb-ft of torque 
(now 202 lb-ft) for 2003. In addition, Vehicle Dynamic Control with traction control 
system will be available on Xterra for the first time. All Xterra XE V6 models now 
come with standard 16-inch alloy wheels and side step rails. Four new exterior colors 
are available for 2003.  

Pontiac 
The debut of the GTO brings about a new era for Pontiac---at least it will be if product development chief Bob Lutz 
has anything to say about it. While the 2003 model year is a little too soon to see any dramatic changes, its clear with 
this year's new Vibe, refreshed Sunfire and new packages on other models, that General Motors is aiming for Pontiac 
to be the youthful, performance-oriented brand in the GM family.   

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $20,050 - $32,095 
Pontiac has stopped production of the Firebird. 
  
 
 

    

MSRP Range: $17,030 - $22,325 
For 2003, the Grand Am SE loses a bit of its heft with the removal of its lower body 
cladding and smoothed front fascias. Body-colored side molding has been added, 
giving it a more contemporary look. SE models now have even more features with the 
new SE2 package. The SE2 comes with a 170 horsepower, 3.4-liter V-6 engine with a 
four-speed automatic transmission and 15-inch twin five-spoke aluminum wheels shod 
with touring tires. Standard features on the well-equipped Grand Am SE2 include air 
conditioning, cruise control, power door locks and remote keyless entry, while options 
include leather interior, power sunroof, Monsoon sound system and XM satellite radio. 

  Nissan Quest  

  Nissan Sentra  

  Nissan Sentra SE-R  

  Nissan Xterra  

  Pontiac Firebird  

  Pontiac Grand Am  
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MSRP Range: $24,164 - $33,605 
Recognizing that large families don't always have large budgets, Pontiac now offers its 
Special Value model in an extended wheelbase version. Seating seven, the Montana 
has a new 60/40 split-folding second row bench seat with an integrated child seat as 
well as a split bench in the third row. The 121-inch wheelbase Special Value Montana 
also features air conditioning, power door locks and AM/FM stereo with in-dash CD 
player as standard equipment. All options are now available as stand-alone additions, 
giving buyers the ability to add only the features that they need. 

 

    

MSRP Range: $14,615 - $17,155 
Sleek and almost sexy, designers have given the Sunfire a more aerodynamic look. The 
revised exterior includes the classic cat-eye headlamps and a dual-port grille as well as 
integrated turn signals and fog lamps. The rear has been streamlined and now features a 
spoiler for a more youthful look. To complement the new look, all Sunfire models are 
powered by the 140 horsepower 2.2-liter four-cylinder engine mated to either a five-
speed Getrag manual or a four-speed automatic transmission. New interior fabric with 
a bold graphic design is featured on all seating surfaces, including the new 60/40 split 
rear seat.  

 

    

MSRP Range: $16,340 - $19,540 
Built on the same platform as the Toyota Matrix at the GM/Toyota-owned factory in 
Fremont, California, the 2003 Pontiac Vibe shares its underpinnings and the majority 
of its interior styling with its Japanese cousin. Powered by a 1.8-liter four-cylinder 
engine with variable valve timing, the base model Vibe produces 130 horsepower at 
6,000 rpm and 125 lb-ft of torque at 4,200 rpm. The GT version features a 1.8-liter, 
double overhead cam, all-aluminum four-cylinder engine producing 180 horsepower at 
7,600 rpm and 130 lb-ft of torque at 6,800 rpm.  

 

 Pontiac Aztek  

 
MSRP Range:  
$20,295 - $23,295 

  Pontiac Bonneville  

 
MSRP Range: 
 $25,865 - $33,285 

  Pontiac Grand Prix  

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,230 - $26,070 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Pontiac Montana  

  Pontiac Sunfire  

  Pontiac Vibe  

No Significant Changes 
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Porsche 
There are words many people swore they'd never see, words when strung together signify that the end of the world 
is nigh. Words like Porsche, and SUV, tied together as if the famed German automaker would even consider the 
idea. Well, they did it, so now we have the Cayenne to deal with. It's still a Porsche, but with a large family-
hauling body -- if that makes sense at all. Of course, Porsche still offers its array of fine sports cars, from the mid-
priced Boxster to the 911 Carerra.  

 
Porsche Cayenne 
Many people will never be comfortable with a Porsche badge on an SUV. For those who 
can get used to the idea, the Cayenne may wind up being the best luxury mid-sized SUV on 
the road. Or perhaps the Cayenne will introduce a new segment: the performance SUV. 
Consider: The Cayenne comes with a 4.5-liter V-8 engine and a six-speed-automatic 

transmission with manual gear changes. The Cayenne S delivers 340 hp, and the Cayenne Turbo increases that to 
450. "Intelligent” all-wheel drive is standard. Pricing will range from $55,000 to $85,000. 

 

   

MSRP Range: $42,600 - $51,600 
Possibly the most popular Porsche, thanks to its price and ride. Though certainly not a 911, 
the Boxster gets 2003 changes that should help boost the roadster’s reputation even more. 
Exterior styling is slightly different yet significant, and the Boxster and Boxster S gets a 
power boost.  

  Porsche 911 Carrera  

 
MSRP Range:  
$67,900 - $83,200 

  Porsche 911 GT2  

 
MSRP Range:  
$179,900 - $179,900 

  Porsche 911 Targa  

 
MSRP Range:  
$75,200 - $75,200 

  Porsche 911 Turbo  

 
MSRP Range:  
$115,000 - $115,000 

Saab 
With a new 9-3, Saab will have two recently redesigned vehicles, both of which move the carmaker closer to its 
mainstream sedan competition. The 9-5, which was redesigned in 2002, is sleeker and larger. The 9-3 is sharper 
looking, but has lost some of its unique charm. Built on GM's "Epsilon" platform, the 9-3 should see increased US 
sales in 2003, and both sedans fit more with American “car” tastes. Saab is reportedly going to launch a crossover 
vehicle sometime in 2004 -- perhaps based on the 9X concept, unveiled at last year's auto shows.  
 

    

MSRP Range: $27,995 - $44,995 
The 9-3 redesign is a complete makeover, starting from the exterior and moving all the 
way into the engine compartment. Changes to the exterior include a more sporty sedan 
shape, and integrated headlights. Engine choices will include a turbo 2.0-liter four-
cylinder and either a five-or six-speed manual transmission. Side curtain air bags are 
also included on the new 9-3.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $33,995 - $39,350 
The 9-5 received minor exterior design changes for 2003, to enhance the sporty nature 
of the sedan.  
 
 
 

  Porsche Boxster  

No Significant Changes 

  Saab 9-3  

  Saab 9-5  
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Saturn 
Saturn was supposed to compete with the imports as a viable entry-level vehicle. It may, or may not have 
succeeded as far as that goes, but it has introduced a consumer friendly way to buy a car, and dent-resistant panels. 
With the debut of the VUE and the Ion sedan, hopes remain high at Saturn. For 2003, the Ion is new, and the VUE 
is in its 2nd year of production.  

 

 

  Saturn Ion  

 
   

MSRP Range: $11,510 - $15,010 
The Ion is built on GM’s Delta platform, has GM’s Ecotech 4-cylinder engine, and 
will come with a continuously variable transmission. The sedan version will go on 
sale in the fall, with a coupe following later in 2003. Available in two trims, the 
Quad Coupe and the Sedan, the Ion is equipped with a standard 2.2-liter, I4, 140-
horsepower engine that gets 26-mpg in the city and 33-mpg on the highway. A 5-
speed manual transmission with overdrive is standard, and a variable speed 
automatic transmission with overdrive is optional. Pricing starts at $11,500. 

    
  Saturn L  

 
   

MSRP Range: $17,620 - $20,645 
Changes include a refreshed exterior and interior styling, redesigned front end, 
wrap-around projector beam headlamps with visible optics and chrome trim. There 
are new tail-lamps on the sedan; rocker panels, and lower sections of front and rear 
fascias are body-colored.  

 
  Saturn LW  

 
   

MSRP Range: $20,240 - $22,575 
Changes include a refreshed exterior and interior styling, redesigned front end, 
wrap-around projector beam headlamps with visible optics and chrome trim. There 
are new taillamps on the sedan; rocker panels, and lower sections of front and rear 
fascias are body-colored. 
 

  
  Saturn VUE 

 
   

MSRP Range: $16,325 - $22,575 
New for 2003, the VUE has a V-6 version available with front-wheel drive,  solar 
glass, new badges with three-dimensional look, and optional leather seats with 
heated front seats. This package also includes driver lumbar support, leather-
wrapped steering wheel and leather-wrapped shifter knob. New exterior colors: 
Bright Blue and Medium Green. Black exterior paint replaces Black Silver; 
Olympic White replaces White; Victory Red replaces Red. 
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Subaru 
It will be hard for Subaru to top 2002, what with the debut of the Impreza WRX and the general public awakening 
to their all-wheel-drive system. In 2002, Subaru put the final touches on a reputation for safe cars built well -- so 
it's unlikely that what they do in 2003 will match that level of success, in sales or market recognition. Perhaps. But 
the Japanese automaker is off to a good start in 2003, with a much-needed redesign of their Forester SUV and the 
debut of Baja, yet another crossover-multi-purpose-truck-that's-a-car...and an SUV. If anyone knows how to build 
a multi-purpose vehicle, it's Subaru -- one could say their entire lineup is multipurpose, from the Forester to the 
Outback and now, the Baja.  
 

 
   

MSRP Range: $20,295 - $23,895 
For a long time, the Forester suffered from a less-than appealing look. One of -- if not 
the best small SUVs that didn't get much attention, thanks to its boxy shape. For 2003, 
Subaru is hoping that a redesign of the Forester will change that. Side fender are now 
flared, and there's more line curvage to the exterior. On the mechanical side, Forester's 
suspension has been retuned, and all models now ride on 16-inch tires.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $17,495 - $23,995 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. This includes the Impreza and Impreza 
WRX.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $19,295 - $24,695 
For 2003, all Legacy models get a new-look front end and grille. Subaru will also offer 
a 2.5 Legacy GT, which will come on 16-inch tires.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,695 - $31,895 
Like the Legacy, Outback models will get revised fronts and grilles. Outbacks will also 
get a front-end suspension tune up for 2003.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Subaru Forester  

  Subaru Impreza  

  Subaru Legacy  

  Subaru Outback  
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Suzuki 
Last year, Suzuki fought valiantly to capture some of the crossover-hip buzz created by Toyota's Matrix and 
Pontiac's Vibe for their own crossover compact, the Aerio SX Wagon. Their hard work produced mixed results, 
with good-but-not-great reviews. In 2003, Suzuki will make some small-but-important changes to their vehicle 
line-up, and hope to attract buyers to their largely SUV grouping.  On the horizon for Suzuki: two new sedans, the 
Verona and Forenza – one a premium small sedan, the other a mid-sized rig to compete with Accord and Camry.  
 

 

   
MSRP Range: $13,499 - $14,499 
For 2003, the Aerio Sedan and SX Wagon will get available all-wheel-drive. No other 
changes have been announced.  

 

 

 
 

MSRP Range: $14,499 - $14,499 
See sedan changes.  
 
 
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $13,299 - $16,599 
This vehicle is no longer being produced, as it was replaced by the Aerio.  
 
 

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $18,599 - $22,999 
For the new year, the Grand Vitara's interior has been updated with a new dashboard 
and console design and other refinements, including new colors, fabrics an in-dash CD 
player with seven speakers, automatic climate control, center armrest with storage, 
overhead storage console, brushed aluminum dash trim and ambient temperature 
display.  

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $15,599 - $18,199 
No significant changes are planned for 2003.  
 
 

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $19,599 - $25,999 
For 2003, the previous "Standard" and "Plus" designations have been dropped. Suzuki's 
flagship SUV now comes in two basic trim levels: Touring and Limited Edition. Both 
the Touring and Limited Edition are available in two- or four-wheel drive. Changes 
2003 include a new dashboard and console design, as well as the addition of new 
equipment such as a six-disc in-dash CD player with seven speakers, automatic climate 
control and more. 
 

  Suzuki Aerio Sedan  

  Suzuki Aerio SX  

  Suzuki Esteem  

  Suzuki Grand Vitara  

  Suzuki Vitara  

  Suzuki XL-7  
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Toyota 
Quickly approaching status as the third largest automaker in the world, Toyota is one of the most serious movers 
and shakers within the automotive industry. When other automakers would have likely seen serious effects, 
Toyota's reputation for quality was tarnished only slightly in early 2002 with accusations of a "sludge" problem, 
causing some properly maintained Toyota and Lexus vehicles with the 3.0-l iter IMZ V-6 and the now-
discontinued 5SFE 2.2-liter four-cylinder engines to seize. On the whole, the future looks very bright for Toyota 
with sales of its 17 vehicles strong and a new brand-within-the-brand, called Scion, on next year's horizon.  
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $26,335 - $36,105 
For 2003, the 4Runner should get an extensive redesign, including a V-8 engine and 
all-wheel-drive.  
 
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $25,845 - $30,405 
For 2003, the Avalon gets a slight redesign in the front, and more equipment as 
standard and optional -- including a DVD system.  
 

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $18,970 - $25,405 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. For the 2002 model year, however, 
Camry received significant changes: The coupe version of the super-popular Camry 
sedan received a few subtle changes to the exterior, including a new front fascia with 
re-worked grille, bumper and headlights as well as redesigned taillights. A new more 
powerful four-cylinder engine, producing 157 horsepower from its 2.4 liters, is now 
offered, as are seat heaters in the coupe model.  

    

MSRP Range: $12,568 - $13,383 
Toyota introduced its redesigned 2003 Corolla in spring 2002. New styling, combined 
with a host of new comfort and convenience features, make the '03 Corolla a good 
value in the subcompact segment. The 130 horsepower, 1.8-liter, four-cylinder engine 
sips fuel getting 32/40 mpg and 30/38 mpg respectively. A revised front suspension, 
stiffer body and larger standard wheels improved handling substantially, while 
standard features include upgraded cloth upholstery, air conditioning with clean air 
filtration, power mirrors, power steering, tilt steering wheel, audio system with CD 
player, outside temperature gauge and a 60/40 split folding rear seat.  

    

MSRP Range: $9,995 - $10,585 
The Echo's exterior has been significantly redesigned for 2003. The subcompact is 
slightly longer, with a new design to the front and rear, including headlights and grille. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 Toyota 4Runner  

  Toyota Avalon  

  Toyota Camry  

  Toyota Corolla  

  Toyota ECHO  
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MSRP Range: $52,595 - $52,595 
Toyota's aging large SUV is still waiting for a makeover, but now gets a bit more 
competitive with a standard third row seat with rear automatic climate control. 
HomeLink is now also standard, and the Land Cruiser will get a slight horsepower 
boost for 2003.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $14,670 - $18,750 
Introduced in March 2002 as a 2003 model, the all-new four-door Matrix has seating 
for five and a 130 horsepower, four-cylinder engine with manual or automatic 
transmission. The rear hatch features a unique cargo-sliding track system, while the 
rear seat and front passenger seat both fold flat for increased cargo capacity.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $23,735 - $23,735 
The MR2 Spyder remains largely unchanged with two notable exception---the five-
speed sequential manual transmission model now offers a sixth gear, and the front of 
the sports car has been refreshed. Sequential manual transmission utilizes steering-
wheel-mounted shift buttons.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $19,995 - $19,995 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. In 2002, two new exterior colors 
(Brilliant Blue Pearl and Blue Moon Pearl) were added, as were four new options: a 
navigation system, SRS side impact airbags, cruise control and daytime running lights.  

   

 

   

MSRP Range: $23,905 - $28,012 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. A new Sienna will debut as a 2004 model, 
with more room and improved performance. The 2004 version will be available in the 
spring of 2003.   

 

   
MSRP Range: $11,900 - $22,120 
A few minor changes are planned for 2003, including standard anti-lock brakes.  

 

   

MSRP Range: $15,605 - $30,060 
For 2003, a new trim joins the Tundra family -- a V-8 stepside. All Tundras will get 
new grilles and other slight changes to the front exterior. Like Tacoma, anti-lock brakes 
are standard.  
 
 

Toyota Camry Solara  

 
MSRP Range:  
$19,365 - $30,525 

  Toyota Celica  

 
MSRP Range:  
$17,085 - $21,555 

  Toyota Highlander  

 
  MSRP Range: 
$23,880 - $30,795 

Toyota Sequoia  

 
MSRP Range:  
$31,265 - $42,725 

Toyota RAV4 

 
MSRP Range: 
$16,525 - $17,925 

  Toyota Land Cruiser  

  Toyota Matrix  

  Toyota MR-2 Spyder  

 Toyota Prius  

  Toyota Sienna  

  Toyota Tacoma  

  Toyota Tundra  

No Significant Changes 
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Volkswagen 
The upcoming model year promises to be a busy one for the folks at Volkswagen. Three new vehicles -- the 
Phaeton, Touareg, and New Beetle Cabriolet -- will keep things jumping throughout the year. And though all three 
will generate their own excitement, the Phaeton will be one of the most debated vehicles during the new year. 
Judging from early reviews, it's a fine luxury automobile -- but not exactly what people have in mind when they 
think of Volkswagen. Perhaps VW executives grew tired of sharing their legions of latte-sipping Passat drivers 
with the likes of BMW, and saw an opportunity to keep up-and-comers in the family. Time will tell if it works, but 
one thing is sure: Volkswagen will not lack from cars to talk about.  
 

 
 

 

   

MSRP Range: $19,600 - $22,300 
The Cabrio will no longer be produced, replaced by the New Beetle Cabriolet.  
 
New Beetle Cabriolet 
At long last, a convertible version of the New Beetle will hit our shores. According to 
early reviews, the soft top Beetle will be worth the wait. In order to get sun in your 
face, however, New Beetle drivers will have to give up some back seat space, and shell 
out more dough for automatic top operation. All in all, however, the New Beetle 
Cabriolet looks to be a winner in style and fun. Body reinforcement will undoubtedly 
improve the ride.   

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $26,200 - $27,700 
No significant changes are planned for the EuroVan. Look for a Microbus launch in 
2004 or 05, which will likely replace the EuroVan. 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $18,910 - $22,225 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. Volkswagen did produce a limited 
number of anniversary GTIs in 2002.  
 

 

 

   

MSRP Range: $15,900 - $23,400 
No significant changes are planned for 2003. A New Beetle Convertible replaces the 
VW Cabrio.  
 

 

  Volkswagen Golf  

 
MSRP Range:  
$15,050 - $17,650 
 
 
 

  Volkswagen Jetta Sedan  

 
MSRP Range:  
$16,850 - $26,825 
 

  Volkswagen Jetta Wagon  

 
MSRP Range:  
$17,650 - $25,500 
 

Volkswagen Passat  

 
MSRP Range:  
$21,750 - $38,700 
 

  Volkswagen Cabrio  

  Volkswagen EuroVan  

  Volkswagen GTI  

  Volkswagen New Beetle  

No Significant Changes 
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Volvo 
Are you ready for the safest SUV on the road? Volvo thinks they've got it with the new XC90, another new entrant 
to the crowded luxury/mid-sized SUV race. They may be on to something with that safety angle. The XC90 offers 
a few advancements, such as a lower crossbar added to the front sub frame, and placed at the height of the beam in 
a regular passenger car. Indeed, this should result in safer operation, inside the XC90 and out -- should an XC90 
ever hit you. Volvo also offers roll stability control, dynamic stability traction control, and inflatable side curtain-
type airbags. All-wheel drive is standard; the SUV will be able to handle different terrain -- though it is not 
intended for anything other than highway driving. Standard equipment includes a 2.5-liter, I5, 208-horsepower, 
turbo engine, and a 5-speed automatic transmission with overdrive.  Pricing starts at more than $33,000 for base 
models. And yes, there is a waiting list. 

 

 
   

MSRP Range: $23,900 - $23,900 
The S40 sedan and sibling wagon, the V40, get slight revisions in interior and exterior 
styling for 2003. Included are changes to the front grille, headlights, steering wheel and 
body molding.  

 

 

   
MSRP Range: $24,900 - $24,900 
The V40 gets slight revisions in interior and exterior styling for 2003. Included are 
changes to the front grille, headlights, steering wheel and body molding.  

 
  Volvo S80    Volvo V70  Volvo C70 Volvo S60  

 
MSRP Range: $38,450 
- $49,950 

 
MSRP Range: 
$30,025 - $36,500 

 
MSRP Range:  
$37,525 - $46,125 

   
 
MSRP Range:  
$27,125 - $34,025 

 

 
 
 
 

  Volvo S40  

  Volvo V40  

  No Significant Changes  


